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Amazon inks
new tax deal
with Johnston

Mega retailer will now
pay town S618K less
after construction delays

By RORY SCHULER

Since Amazon has not yet opened for business in
Johnston, the mega-retailer has invoked a costly con-
struction clause in its contract with the town.

Over the past few months, the company successfully
negotiated a deal to pay the town $1.5 million less than
initially promised (though the town’s financial advisors
say the real deficit’s more like $618,000 in fiscal terms).

On Monday night, Johnston Town Council unani-
mously approved a revised tax agreement with Amazon.

“There is a construction clause that indicates if the
certificate of occupancy is not issued by Jan. 1, 2024,
Amazon will pay a pro-rated share, based on percentage
of construction completed,” Johnston Mayor Joseph
Polisena Jr. told the council Tuesday.
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COMPLIMENTARY

We all got mooned

STARING AT THE SUN:
Sun-gazers gathered at the
Marion J. Mohr Public Library,
at right, and Johnston Senior
Center, above, on Monday
afternoon to cover their eyes
with cardboard and stare at
a slowly shrinking orange
sphere. Backyard astronomer
Steve Massarone helped
library-goers view the rare
eclipse through a telescope
and a pair of special glasses.
For more photos from the
eclipse viewing parties, turn
to Page 9. (Sun Rise photos
by Rory Schuler)

s Democrat’s District 22
= primary a rerun from 2022

y m N
By RAYMOND BACCARI

Special to the Sun Rise

Voters in Rhode Island House District
42, which contains parts of Johnston
and Cranston, will likely see a 2022
Democratic primary rematch this Sep-
tember.

All three candidates who ran last
election, state Rep. Edward Cardillo Jr.,
Dennis Cardillo Jr., a production super-
visor for a company in the medical in-

Kelsey Coletta

dustry and nephew of the current state
representative, and Kelsey Coletta, a li-
censed independent clinical social
worker and licensed substance abuse
counselor, have confirmed they are run-
ning again for the seat.

“My last time, since that was my first
time running, I really wanted to meet
every single individual face-to-face as
much as I could,” Dennis Cardillo Jr.
said when asked what takeaways he
took from his last campaign that he’s

implementing this time. “I walked ev-
ery single street in the entire communi-
ty. I pulled out plat maps and I set a
goal of 200 homes per day, and I was
alternating every other day. This time
around — I think I really would like to
focus more [on] certain areas of the
community that obviously need help
the most and focus on the major points.
Really just trying to get the message
through of community, exactly how
much I can help, how much of I can be

Dénnls Cardlllo Jr.

of service, and that I'm here 100% with
the community.”

Coletta, who came within 83 votes of
winning last year’s primary, plans to
get an earlier start this election cycle.

She said, “I think what did me in last
time was, I didn’t fully decide until it
was kind of late. So, I think what did
me in was just a late start, so I've
learned to start earlier.”

u D42 RACE - PAGE 8

Rep. Edward Cardillo Jr.
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‘Spotdite’ |

Lk

Time i limited, but the JSC

has an infinite supply of heart

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

olunteers do not necessarily
have the time, they just have
the heart.
The Johnston Senior Center
Spotlite this week shines on Rebecca Ro-
tondo, a volunteer here at the Center
who truly has a big heart, and a big
smile, that brightens the lives of many of
the members she serves here at the JSC.

When Rebecca became age eligible,
she became a member here at the John-
ston Senior Center. Prior to that time, she
would bring her mother, who enjoyed
playing cards and socializing here at the
Center, which was just down the street
from the family home.

Just a few days before her first birth-
day, Rebecca lost her father, and her
mother worked hard to raise her only
child in the family home, the same home
in which she continues to reside today.

As a young girl, she worked various
jobs, and recalls staffing an information
booth outside Johnston Town Hall at 14
years old. She later graduated from John-
ston High School and then Bryant Uni-
versity. She then started a long career,
working for the US Department of Jus-
tice, at the office of the US Attorney, a job
she enjoyed for over 33 years, before re-
tiring.

Throughout her life, Rebecca has en-
joyed taking great vacations, around the
world. She has experienced the customs

and cultures of West Africa, Alaska, Por-
tugal, Italy, and on and on. She enjoys
exercise of all kind, including swimming
year-round, and various other activities.

One interesting fact that Rebecca is
very proud of was her involvement in
advocating for bus service up Hartford
Avenue. Working in the city, she new the
value of public transportation. She mobi-
lized a group of women who were count-
ing on RIPTA to be transported into the
city.

I}Black then, the buses ran to Killingly
Street only. Through her time and effort,
attending many hearings, and soliciting
support from elected officials, they were
able to gain extended service that even-
tually extended up Hartford Avenue into
Scituate. She rode the bus for about 24
years.

Rebecca enjoys retirement, still travel-
ing, but most of all helping people. She
has only been here at the JSC, having
answered our solicitation for volunteers,
since this past January. She, like many of
our volunteers, works tirelessly on be-
half of our members. Rebecca is a shin-
ing example of giving back to the com-
munity, and enjoying the gratitude of
making a difference in the life of others.

Editor’s Note: Richard |. DelFino Jr. serves
as Executive Director of the Johnston Senior
Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The
Johnston Sun Rise regqularly publishes a se-
nior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submit-
ted by the senior center.
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}CASH PRIZE
for First Place
Winners every
Monday &
Thursday

Serving Sandwiches, Prepared Foods, Deli Meats
and Cheeses, Pastries and Much More!

Boar’s Head deli meats available by the pound
Visit tasteofitalydeli.com for our Menu

1302 Atwood Avenue ° Johnston, RI

(401) 942-1234 pAA_

Full Service Catering for All Events

ental Available for Private Functions — 50 Person Capacity

MUSIC BINGO -

Every Monday at 6:30pm

Every Thursday at 6:30pm

/|

Authentic, Imported
from Italy Specialties...

Pasta, Tomatoes, gjj
and More!

SPONSORED BY

JHS

| .

el

POTW: This week's Panther of the Week is Sebastiana “Sebby” Lux. Sebby is a
sophomore at JHS and is an honor roll student. She is also the sophomore repre-
sentative for the Sophomore Class for the School Improvement Team and a member
of the Girls Volleyball Team. Sebby recently represented Johnston High at the Po-
etry Out Loud Competition at the Odeum Theater. (Photo submitted by Matt Velino,
Johnston High School Principal)

Editor’'s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series high-
lighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School will be nomi-
nating students and submitting a caption and a photo for publication. You'll find
each week’s winning Panther within the pages of the Johnston Sun Rise.

Join One or More of Our Programs

Kick Boxing * Krav Maga
Kids Karate

Teaching Children Character Development
through the study of Martial Arts

2 Lessons and PMA T-Shirt

For More Info About Our Programs, Visit Us At
ScituateMartialArts.com

43 Village Plaza | North Scituate, Rl | 764-5745
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Patient Premiums
Should Go To
Patient Care

More Accessibilty More Transparency More Value

Legislation to Direct Patient Legislation to Disclose Legislation to Reduce
Dollars to Patient Care Where Fees Go Out-of-Pocket Costs

House Bill H7082 and Senate Bill S2724 protect patient dollars by requiring dental
insurance companies to spend at least 83% of premium dollars on patient care rather than

executive compensation, corporate profits, bonuses, and administrative expenses.

Rhode Island deserves accessible and transparent dental care!

The Rhode Island Dental Association supports the above
dental insurance reforms that deliver more for patients.

40(y UNCHECKED 720/ VOTER -I' 2 URGENTLY
0 sPENDING O suPPORT |n NEEDED

As much as 40-percent of of Massachusetts Americans report
patient premium dollars go voters approved delaying care or
to executive compensation, similar policies at avoiding it altogether
corporate profits, bonuses, the ballot box because of costs.
and administrative expenses in 2022. The most frequently
instead of being directed skipped is dental work.
toward patient care.

Learn More. Get Involved. Take Action. ..6. RIDA
MoreForYourSmileRl.com g4

Paid for by the Rhode Island Dental Association.
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WANTED

Junk/unwanted vehicles
cat — Top $ Paid

Advertise

today!
Call 732-3100

You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

SHOREHAM

B AN K

9 Month CD

9.50%

APY

Find a Location

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 3/15/2024 and subject to
change thereafter. $1,000 minimum deposit required. Upon maturity the
certificate of deposit will renew for a 1-year period. Early withdrawal

penalties will apply.
www.shoreham.bank

FUEL CO
Quality Fuel at a LOW Price!

AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available « Heating Assistance Vendor

@m&m&@mm

Aurora Fuel Heatlng
& Air Conditioning

401-823-5996

KBl www.aurorafuelri.com s

Sun RiSE Scooprs

April 13
Gridiron Girls Gamp

The First Gridiron Girls Camp in RI will be offered
on Saturday, April 13, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Johnston
High School, 345 Cherry Hill Road, Johnston. Dr. Jen-
nifer Welter, the first woman to have coached in the
NFL with the Arizona Cardinals football team, will be
hosting her famous all girls football camp. This is an
opportunity to explore a new avenue in sports for our
young ladies. It is free! Participants must register! Be a
part of history! Registration at: www.jenwelter.com or
text/call Randy Phillips at 401-339-8511, coachlrandy@
gmail.com with any questions.

April 13
Scituate History Program

The Hope Historical Society is hosting an open fo-
rum/Scituate and Memorabilia and Artifacts Program
on Saturday, April 13, at 2 p.m., at the Howland Barn,
35 Ryefield Road, Hope. The Hope Historical Society
invites the community to participate in the “Scituate
Memorabilia and Artifacts” meeting celebrating all
things Scituate. HHS invites members and guests to
display, discuss, and share their memorabilia and arti-

facts. The HHS will also provide a preview of the Scitu-
ate Historic Signage Project; “The Scituate Heritage
Trail”. Intrigued by the topic but cannot attend “Scitu-
ate Memorabilia and Artifacts”? You can still share by
posting a picture and/or story on our Facebook page
“Hope Historical Society, Hope, R1”. Pictures and sto-
ries must be posted at least 48 hours before the meeting
to be included in the Open Forum. Not a Facebook us-
er? Pictures or stories can be emailed to the HHS at
hopehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com.

April 14
Lost Villages Tour

Author Ray Wolf will lead a luxury bus tour featur-
ing the Lost Village of Rockland (the title of his newest
book), which will focus on more than 25 points of inter-
est. Wolf has decided this will be his last year of giving
bus tours, and he said this may be your last chance to
join a tour. The 90-minute tours will leave rain or shine
from Hope School Playground, 391 North Road (Route
116), in Hope, on Sunday, April 14. Wolf planned at
least two tours (and as of earlier this week, one was
sold out and only a few seats remained for the second).
Call 401-821-0016 or email theewolf@cox.net to book a
seat. Seats are $59 per person, in advance. No food or
drinks are allowed on the bus (bottled water only). For
more information, go to www.raywolfbooks.com and
go to “TOURS.”

SCOOP OF THE WEEK
Imagine not having the supplies to wipe down
your counters or soap to wash your dishes’

take for granted. Imagine ing items,” including: all

By RORY SCHULER for my school and my
town. While attending
ne John- Thornton elementary and
ston teen- Ferri middle school here
ager’s try- in Johnston I became ex-
ingtolend tremely involved in nu-
a little merous food and clothing
sparkle to drives for my town.”

local families in need.
Derek La Fazia Jr., 16, “a
lifelong resident of John-
ston and a sophomore at
La Salle Academy in Prov-
idence” has launched the
La Fazia Spring Cleaning
Product Drive, benefiting
Crossroads Rhode Island.
“l belong to the LSA
honors program, scholars
program, future innova-
tive thinkers club and the
chess club. I'm also the
director of my podcast
club,” La Fazia wrote. “I
play football and baseball

Jown us in Celebrating 10 Years in Business!!!

DI Sunday, April 14
10am—1pm\ 8 y_2 pm
IIzree ; : p
Paiﬁsc:ieng & _

* 8:30-10:30am

Free
Hair Tinsel
10am-2pm

Free
_ Photobooth
1lam-1pm

Simply Nutrition

1500 Atwood Ave.,

Johnston, RI

Everyone will receive raffle tickets for a

S

-

chance to win some great prizes!
As always, we will b serving up our Teas & Shakes so don’t miss out!

Bring in a SNACK DONATION to help stock a

local elementary snack pantry and spin to win a prize

La Fazia was also an ac-
tive Boy Scouts for five
years.

“I have been involved
with numerous commu-
nity activities in and out
of school since I can re-
member,” he wrote.
“While in scouts I also
earned my arrow of light
which I was recognized
by Sen. Sheldon White-
house. Even though I am
no longer a member of
scouting due to my sports
schedule, community ser-
vice is a huge part of my
life and my family's.”

This year, La Fazia en-
tered into a partnership
with Crossroads Rhode
Island, and throughout
the month of April, he’ll
host “a spring cleaning
product drive, the first of
its kind” that he hopes
will become “a yearly
event.”

All proceeds will bene-
fit “our neighbors at
Crossroads Rhode Is-
land,” according to La Fa-
zia.

“Throughout the month
of April I am asking our
community to please do-
nate household cleaning
items or give a contribu-
tion to Crossroads in
name of the La Fazia
Spring Cleaning Drive,”
La Fazia explained. “After
meeting with Mr. Ric Wild
at crossroads I learned
that even after an ex-
tremely tough journey to
get into stable housing
people are still very chal-
lenged with things that
most of us unintentionallv

not having the supplies to
wipe down your counters
or soap to wash your
dishes.”

La Fazia Spring Clean-
ing Product Drive will
benefit Crossroads Rhode
Island.

“Imagine going from
being homeless to having
a home ... ” La Fazia
wrote on the flyer for his
event. “Going from
homelessness to stable
housing is a tough jour-
ney. Imagine you now
have a safe stable home to
call your own but no
means to maintain it.
Please help me in partner-
ship with Crossroads
Rhode Island to collect
necessary items to help
our neighbors.”

La Fazia’s asking for
“general household clean-

purpose cleaning items,
toilet cleaner/brushes,
glass cleaner, dish soap,
scrub brushes, furniture
polish, paper towels, dust
pans, brooms, mops.”

Anyone interested in
contributing items to the
event, can drop items off
throughout the month of
April at La Fazia Auto
Body, 920 Plainfield St.,
Johnston. Business hours
are Monday through Fri-
day, 9 am. to 5 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon.

If you have no time to
buy items and drop them
off, you can help by mail-
ing checks to Derek at La
Fazia Auto Body. (Please
make checks out to Cross-
roads Rhode Island and
write “La Fazia Spring
Cleaning Drive” on the
memo line.

COMMUNITY SPARKLE Above, derek La Fa2|a Jr,
16, “a lifelong resident of Johnston and a sophomore
at La Salle Academy in Providence” has launched the
La Fazia Spring Cleaning Product Drive, benefiting
Crossroads Rhode Island. (Submitted photo)
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Sun Rise Scoors

April 20
Fishing Derby

The Johnston Parks & Recreation Department will
hold its 2024 Fishing Derby for children ages 4-12 on
Saturday, April 20, from 9 a.m. to noon, at Johnston Me-
morial Park. The derby will include awards for individ-
ual achievement and will be free to enter. Johnston Rec
reminds participants: “Please remember this derby is
meant for the kids ... let the kids do all the fishing. You
can help cast and release the fish if necessary.”

Derby organizers ask that participants bring bait and
fishing poles, and “most of all, have fun!”

April 20
Cemetery Cleanup

On Saturday, April 20, the Johnston Historical Society
will be hosting a cemetery clean-up as part of the state-
wide “Historical Cemetery Awareness Event.” This
event is sponsored by the State Historical Cemetery
Commission in collaboration with the Rhode Island His-
torical Preservation Commission. The Society will be
cleaning Johnston Historical Cemetery #21, the Gover-
nor King / Borden Lot. The cemetery is located at the
corner of Hartford Avenue and Winfield Road, in the
vicinity of Winsor Hill School. The event will run from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Volunteers should take rakes and gloves.
For any further information, please contact the Society at
231-3380.

May 4
St. Rocco 60th

St. Rocco School, 931 Atwood Ave, will host a 60th An-
niversary celebration on Saturday, May 4. Mass will be
celebrated at 5 p.m. A reception will follow in Café Rocco
after Mass. Looking for alumni, family and friends to
join us in celebrating 60 years! For more information, call
St. Rocco school office at 401-944-2993. Tickets are $5 at
the door.

May 5
Victorian Tea

The Johnston Historical Society will host a Victorian
Tea at 1 p.m. on Sunday, May 5.

The location for the Victorian Tea will be the pictur-
esque Historic Andrew Harris House yard and garden at
216 Morgan Ave., Johnston.

Tickets are $35 per person, and there’s limited seating.
All proceeds will benefit the Johnston Historical Society.

Price of admission includes three different “teas,” fin-
ger sandwiches, mini pastries and much more. For more
information and to purchase tickets, contact Anthony
Ursillo at 401-764-5901 or e-mail aursillo401@gmail.com.

The event will be held rain or shine (no refunds for
tickets). Victorian attire is optional.

May 11
Historic Yard Sale

On Saturday, May 11, from 8 am. until 1 p.m., the
Johnston Historical Society will host a Yard Sale at the
JHS Museum, 101 Putnam Pike, Johnston. Please, no
early birds.

May 14 thru June 5
Rl Driver Education Gourse in ASL

Rhode Island School for the Deaf is taking registration
now for RI Driver Education Course and will meet Mon.
thru Fri., 3:15 to 5:15 p.m., with one Fri., May 31, at 2:15
- 5:15 p.m., at RI School for the Deaf, 1 Corliss Park,
Providence. Course fee is $100 plus $10 registration fee
= $110. Total: 33 hours and MUST ATTEND ALL CLASS-
ES! On-line registration is available on the RISD site with
a credit card. Make sure to use the class ID #5643. Or
register and pay in full through CCRI. Walk-in registra-
tion with payment of either cash, check or money order
(payable to CCRI) accepted at one of the CWCE (Center
for workforce & Community Education) in Lincoln,
Providence or Warwick. Textbook required: New "How
to Drive: Making Driver Education Fun and Easy!” 15th
edition before the first-class meeting. Cost: $26.95. Avail-
able at CCRI Bookstore and AAA. Bookstore does not

accept checks as payment: Cash or credit card only. Re-
fund Policy: Must notify at least 48 hours before the start
of class. Attendees are responsible for their own trans-
portation.

ONGOING SCOOPS

T-Ball
Deadline this week!

Registration is now open for T-ball through the John-
ston Recreation Department. Boys and girls ages 5-6 (as
of May 1, 2024) are invited to come learn fundamentals,
become comfortable with the ball, develop skills and
physical dexterity through catching, throwing, swinging
the bat, and having fun! Mini games will be played to-
wards the end of the season. Games and practices held
in one-hour long sessions on Saturday mornings. The fee
is $70 for individuals and $50 for each additional sibling.
Checks or money orders accepted; made payable to JY-
SA. To register, visit johnstonrec.com or visit the John-
ston Recreation Office Monday — Friday; 8:30 a.m. — 4:30
p.m.

Youth Track & Field
Deadline this week!

Registration is now open now for Youth Track and
Field through the Johnston Recreation Department for
boys and girls grades 1-8. The fee is $70 for individuals
and $50 for each additional sibling. Checks or money
orders accepted; made payable to JYSA. Volunteers,
coaches, and sponsors also needed! To register, visit
johnstonrec.com or visit the Johnston Recreation Office
Monday - Friday; 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Shoe the Love
Through April 27

Shoe the Love Fundraiser is being provided by St.
David on-the-Hill Episcopal Church at 200 Meshanticut
Valley Parkway, Cranston, is collecting new & used
shoes as a fundraiser to support our ministries. There are
plastic bins by our doors for drop off until April 27.

Help OSDRI restock their pantry!

Operation Stand Down Rhode Island needs your help.
Their food pantry needs a major restocking. See a list of
needed nonperishable items in the photo.

Like many people, OSDRI’s clients have been faced
with some real obstacles these past couple of years. With
your help, they pledge to always be there to give a hand
up for veterans and their families in need.

Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at OSDRI's main office, 1010 Hart-
ford Ave., Johnston. If you have any questions or would
like more information, call the OSDRI office at 401-383-
4730.

est comey Lunch/DINNER SHOWS

Y

)

DISCRACEY L.

STARRING DOREEN COLLINS & CHARLIE HALL

Sat. April 13- THE ISLANDER Wrwk.
All-You-Can-Eat Buffet, tax,tip $49.95 6:15

Sun. April 14- TWIN OAKS Crans.12:30
Wed. Apr.17- CROW’S NEST Wiwk 12:30
Fri. April 19- BEUE ROOM Crans.

sun. Apr. 28- IMN\Crovern's Fall Riv. 1pm

Sat. May 11- SPORTSMENS CLUB W.Wrk

Wed. May TS-LW % Bris 1pm.
Thursday May 16- lévela Wwk.

Reservations/Info/More dates at

AGINGDISGRACEFULLY.NET/288-1188

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Over 36 Years Combined Experience
Egress Windows, Foundation Repair,
Crack Sealing, Sump Pumps,
Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes,
Yard Drainage

BANKRUPTCY

Flat

$95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dhathawaysr@gmail.com

This firm is a debt relief agency

MURDER INTHE COURT

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATER

HIC. 0653192 « RI Lic. #43473

ot CALL US d
f! ,2 401-541-5985 |
d — - -

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO
JURY DUTY INTHE MATTER OF

THE PEOPLE v. CANNIBAL A. RECTOR
MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE

SATURDAY, APRIL 27,2024 6PM

REPORT TO THE COURTROOM AT

KELLEY GAZZERO VFW 2812
1418 PLAINFIELD PIKE CRANSTON, RI

RSVP APRIL 20, 2024

PROCEEDS BENEFIT
JOHNSTON REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

: James A. Diossa
Rhode Island General Treasurer

CollegeBound Saver

Discover the

smart way to

save for the
future

CollegeBoundSaver.com

CollegeBound Saver is a program of the office of
Rhode Island General Treasurer, James A. Diossa.

Rewriting the
Rules of
Retirement

Retirement comes with more time for
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

v Pay off your existing mortgage to
eliminate monthly payments'

v Get additional income tax-free cash
to use for what matters most?

+ Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

| ] (401) 406-1247 (Cell)

b
carol.miller@longbridge-financial.com

NMLS #595725

eowners' insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your pri
dvisor and appropriate government agencies for any effect on taxes or governm

d, Suite 900 M: IMLS #957935. License d by Rh d Third Party
ense 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935,
License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.
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JD & SON DUCT CLEANING LLC.

Licensed & Insured

Father & Son HVAC Team with B
30+ years experience
Cleanings * Repairs ¢ Installs
Maintenance ¢ Dryer Vent Specialists
Furnaces, Condensers, Airhandlers, Mini Splits

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Today (401)385-9137

ANSWER TO THIS

WEEK’S PUZZLE

R
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67

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE CORNER

70

CLUES ACROSS

. Island nation

. Platforms

. Project plan

. French fishing port

. South Dakota

. Oakland’s baseball
team

. Military policeman

. Ornamental stone

. Garland

. Process that produces
ammonia

. Mousses

. Music notation “dal

. Fail to win

. Peyton’s little brother
. Not near

. Some cars still need it
. Lizard genus

. An idiot (Brit.)

. Postponed

. African country

. Gazes unpleasantly

. In a way, traveled

. Ukraine’s capital
. Appropriate

. Dash

. Twitch

. Swiss river

. Data file with

computer animations

. City in S. Korea
. Particular region
. They have eyes and

noses

. Tear
. Large Madagascan

lemur

. Not out
. Ornamental saddle

covering

. A driver’s license is

one

. Latin term for charity
. Rechristens
. Objects from an earlier

time

. Hindu male religious

teachers

CLUES DOWN
1. Used as a weapon
. Yukon Territory
. Makes a map of
. An established
ceremony prescribed
by a religion
. Unnilhexium
. Merchant
. Playing the field
. Folk singer DiFranco
. Something to scratch
. Mexican agave

. Equal to one quintillion

bytes
. Session

. North American people

. Ranches

. Electroencephalograph

. A type of compound

. Avenue

. High schoolers’ test
. A type of meal

. Gradually disappeared

. Ancient Frankish law
code

. Popular pickup truck

. Buzzing insect

. Deal illegally

. Lying in the same plane
. Obstruct

. Related

. Challenge aggressively
. Nocturnal hoofed

animals

. Bird's nests
. Forays

__B. de Mille,
filmmaker

. Title of respect
. One-time name of

Vietnam

. Self-immolation by fire

ritual

. Private school in New

York

. Political action

committee

. A way to fashion
. Email reply
. “The Great Lake

State”

BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

1944 WARWICK AVENUE,

WARWICK, RI

02889

P: 401-732-3100 | F: 401-732-3110

IS HIRING!

FULL TIME / PART TIME

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES

Join our team for an
opportunity to work in
a friendly, community
based environment.

Seeking a “people
person” with strong
organizational skills.

Sales experience and

knowledge of basic

computer skills are
preferred, but will train
the right candidate. Base
Salary + Commission.
Health Benefits, 401K.

Interested candidates
can e-mail their
resume to

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

JOHNSTON PoLIiCcE Log

MISDEMEANOR
NO LICENSE CHARGE

Around 9:19 p.m., March 4, Johnston
Police Patrolman Patrick Gendreau spot-
ted a vehicle traveling north on Killingly
Street with no rear registration plate lights
illuminated. He initiated a traffic stop in
the parking lot of Cumberland Farms at
663 Killingly St.

Police identified the driver as Paulina
Katherine Panciera, 26, of 65 School St.,
Westerly.

Panciera told police that she had a sus-
pended driver’s license. A criminal back-
ground check revealed she also had two
active bench warrants. Police also discov-
ered it was Panciera’s fourth charge (or
more) for driving without a license.

She was arrested and transported to
Johnston Police Headquarters, where she
was processed, photographed and al-
lowed to make a cell phone. A passenger
in the vehicle with a valid license drove
the vehicle home for Panciera.

Panciera was charged with Operating
Vehicle While in Possession of a Suspend-
ed License (4th+ subsequent offense, a
misdemeanor) and cited for lllumination
of Rear Registration Plate.

DRUG POSSESSION

Around 9 p.m., March 2, Johnston Po-
lice responded to Bishop Hill Tavern at
2868 Hartford Ave. following the report of
a man “willfully trespassing at the estab-
lishment,” according to the arrest report.

Police identified the man as Justin A.
Marfeo, 32, of 15 Arcadia Ave., Johnston.

“The owner of the business advised us
that Mr. Marfeo was in violation of a No
Trespass Order and wished for him to be
removed from the establishment,” John-
ston Police Patrolman Richard Xon wrote
in the report.

Marfeo was arrested, transported to
police headquarters and processed. Police
allegedly found a gram of “suspected co-
caine” in his sock when he was searched.
The substance later tested positive for co-
caine.

Marfeo was charged with Possession of
an Illegal Substance Level I-V and Willful
Trespass.

STOLEN VEHICLE

Around 10 a.m., March 27, Johnston
Police Patrolman Aaron Blanco was at a
fixed post at 40 Putnam Ave. when he
spotted a U-Haul van traveling west with
commercial Arizona plates. ADMYV check
revealed the vehicle was reported stolen
out of the Pawtucket Police Department.
Dispatch confirmed the report.

Blanco initiated a “felony motor vehicle
stop” with his “department issued fire-
arm at a low-ready.”

“I then told the driver ... to step out of
the vehicle,” Blanco wrote in the arrest
report.

Police identified the driver as William
C. Johnson, 62, of 162 Broad St., Provi-
dence.

Johnston was arrested and charged
with Possession of Stolen Vehicle (first of-
fense).

DUI

Around 5:23 p.m., March 27, Johnston
Police Patrolman Richard Xon was at a
fixed post along Cherry Hill Road near
Cavalcade Boulevard when he spotted a
gray Honda Civic pass by at a high rate of
speed in a posted 35 mph zone.

He estimated the vehicle’s speed
around 50 mph and “then observed this
vehicle to cross the double yellow line
into oncoming traffic and overtake a black
Audi sedan on the left-hand side,” ac-
cording to the arrest report.

Xon immediately initiated a traffic stop
in the vicinity of 1651 Atwood Ave.

“Prior to the stop, upon approaching
the rear bumper of said vehicle, the oper-
ator attempted a second time to pass traf-
fic on the left-hand side by crossing the
double yellow line,” Xon wrote. “It should
be noted that while my lights and sirens
were activated this vehicle then contin-
ued to follow the flow of traffic instead of
moving to the side of the road.”

According to police, at one point, the
driver “came to a complete stop in the
middle of two lanes.”

“After giving orders to pull over with
my cruiser’s PA system with no avail, 1
exited my police cruiser and approached
the operator and instructed him to pull
over to the side of the road,” Xon wrote.
At this point I immediately observed the
operator’s eyes to be bloodshot and wa-
tery.”

Police identified the driver as Alex A.
Yanes, 28, of 32 Spring St., Johnston.

Xon noted that Yanes’ speech was alleg-
edly “slurred/mumbled and (he detect-
ed) the smell of an alcoholic odor.”

Yanes’ allegedly admitted to drinking
“two beers.”

Police asked the driver to consent to a
series of standardized field sobriety tests.
He consented.

“At this time, I had probable cause to
believe Mr. yanes was operating his ve-
hicle under the influence of alcohol,” Xon
wrote. He was arrested and transported
to Johnston Police Headquarters for pro-
cessing. His vehicle was towed from the
scene.

According to police, Yanes consented to
a chemical breath test. The tests registered
results of 0.203% and 0.198%, above the
legal limit.

Yanes was charged with DUI of Liquor
or Drugs (second offense, 0.15BAC or
greater). He also received citations for
Speeding (11+ mph in Excess of Posted
Speed Limit), Clearance for Overtaking
and Laned Roadway Violation.

WARRANT ARREST

Around 1:30 p.m., March 27, Johnston
Police responded to 20 Birchwood Drive
in an attempt to locate Anthony P. Cerbo,
45, who resides at that arrest. According
to the arrest report, Cerbo was wanted by
East Providence Police for a Violation of a
Court Order.

Cerbo answered the door and was
placed in hand restraints. He was trans-
ported back to Johnston Police Headquar-
ters where he was processed and later
turned over to East Providence Police.

Storm damage?

Johnston Police Department recently posted an EMA update.

“If you've been affected by the severe storms and flooding that took place from
Dec. 17-19, 2023, and Jan. 9-13, 2024, additional help is here,” according to JPD. “The
state of Rhode Island and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) have
opened a Disaster Recovery Center at William Windsor Elementary School, 562 Put-

nam Pike, Greenville.”

The center will be open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. until 6:30 p.m., Saturdays

from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., closed Sundays.

“Those affected need not visit a local center, they can visit any open Disaster Re-

covery Center,”

according to JPD. “Other centers available include Coventry Town

Hall Annex, 1675 Flat River Road, Coventry, RI 02816, and Curtis Corner Middle
School, 301 Curtis Corner Road, Wakefield, RI 02879. There, parties can apply for
FEMA assistance, upload documents, and get in-person support.”

“Small Business Administration reps are also on-site to guide homeowners, rent-
ers, businesses, and nonprofits on low-interest loans. Residents also do not need to
visit a Disaster Recovery Center to apply for FEMA assistance, and can register with

FEMA in one of the following ways:

Call 1-800-621-3362. Phone lines operate from 7 a.m. to 1 a.m. seven days a week.
Help is available in most languages. If you use video relay service (VRS), captioned
telephone service or others, give FEMA your number for that service; Download the
FEMA Mobile App. (also in Spanish), available at Google Play or the Apple App
Store. Or Online at DisasterAssistance.gov (also in Spanish).”
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Opinion

EDITORIAL

Warwick should have at
least one RIAC appointment

As reported in last week’s Warwick Beacon (the Sun
Rise and Beacon share a publisher), Warwick residents
and officials seeking to gain some more insight and
accountability into the goings on of the Rhode Island
Airport Corporation (RIAC) seem to have a bumpier
runway ahead of them than previously thought.

Although Governor Dan McKee allegedly told
Mayor Frank Picozzi in a previous meeting that he
was supportive of letting him appoint one Warwick
representative to the seven-member RIAC board, and
overall supportive of the proposed legislation that is
now before the General Assembly, it appears the Gov-
ernor has had a sudden change of heart, and now has
tried to join RI-
AC in their op-
position of the
bill, and in op-
position to the
changes it pro-
poses.

We find this turn of events frustrating, confusing,
and more than a little odd, considering the degree of
what is being asked for here.

Warwick representatives, including its mayor, and
elected leaders at the House and Senate levels of the
legislature — heeding requests from constituents who
have for years been concerned about and affected by
the operations of RIAC and the airport, which is nes-
tled among multiple neighborhoods in Warwick and
whose growth has displaced Warwick residents in the
recent past — are simply asking for one person with a
vested interest in Warwick and its citizens, not the
airport’s economical wellbeing, to have a seat at the
table.

If those opposed, including RIAC and now, appar-
ently, Governor McKee, thought about this issue hon-
estly for five minutes, even from a purely PR perspec-
tive, it would be an obvious win-win to allow such an
appointment to happen.

One person can do nothing to sway the opinion of a
seven-member board. One person cannot upend or
cause disruption to any kind of significant degree
worthy of making this much of a fuss, and angering so
many people. Even the argument used by the Gover-
nor’s Office, that it somehow violates the state Consti-
tution, falls apart when put under the smallest amount
of legal scrutiny.

Considering the governor’s sudden about face on
this measure, and the halfhearted excuse that was
made to justify it, this seems to us to be either a sud-
den power move by the governor, or he was contacted
by someone who has a vested interest in maintaining
the status quo, and convinced that he should want to
maintain it as well.

Outside of that, we simply can’t understand why
it’s such a big deal to allow one local representative to
sit on a board that oversees one of the biggest and
most impactful entities within a municipality. In fact,
to not allow this seems to be a blatant disregard for the
wellbeing of that municipality.
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LETTERS

‘Local hoards understand their towns, their
comprehensive plans & the local neighborhoods’

It's clear to me that Rhode Island Speaker K. Joseph
Shekarchi (D-Warwick) is trying his best to fix that
which isn't broken.

In his recent 15 bill package, addressing housing
throughout Rhode Island, he is intent on side-stepping
local Zoning Boards and taking State control (H-7062).

The motivation is to develop multi-unit housing in
areas where it’s never been before. These areas would
include business districts and industrial zones.

This is not to mention the possibility of apartment
buildings and condominiums, conceivably, in residen-
tial areas reserved and designed for single family
homes. Imagine, if you will, a second separate house in
your next-door neighbor’s backyard. With no Zoning
Board to intervene, YES it could happen under this

lan.
P It’s obvious there’s a shortage of housing throughout
Rhode Island and this issue needs to be addressed, but
in a thoughtful and precise way. A cookie-cutter ap-
proach statewide is no way to cure this problem.
What's right for Central Falls or Providence is not
what's right for Johnston or Cranston.

This legislation would eliminate the authority of lo-
cal Boards allowing developers to simply erect multi-
unit, or other housing, wherever they want with little
or no local permitting. The elimination of local Zoning

SHADE, RATTI!
AND ROLL

ECLIPSES AND EARTHQUAKES
ROCK RHODE ISLAND

WeD

Boards or the combining of local Planning and Zoning
Boards is a thinly veiled means of putting all control in
the hands of the State by statute.

Local boards understand their towns, their compre-
hensive plans and the local neighborhoods. Most im-
portantly, these boards understand the people who live
and work there and are accountable to those same
people.

Clearly the Speaker’s intent is to override all local
control, creating tracts of housing like a runaway train,
with no consideration for consistency of local architec-
ture or neighborhood design, but most importantly no
consideration for homeowners and businesses.

The Johnston Zoning Board has done a remarkable
job of guarding the interests of our town. We dare not
put that decision-making responsibility in the hands of
the State or remove it by statute. You can imagine how
that will turn out.

Let’s remember, these are our neighborhoods, this is
our Town and we have the right to plan and shape it
free of State interference, the way we see fit.

Richard Fascia, of Johnston
Member of both the Johnston Zoning Board &
Johnston Republican Town Committee

COOLl .

Pete Fontaine always loved the town of
Johnston more than any of his editors

Pete Fontaine reported in his own unique way, and was a fabric of many local newspapers.
He thought his stories should always be front page news above the fold and wouldn't hesitate to let that be
known. His phone calls to me would always start off with, “You're not going to believe this one.” And in most

cases I didn’t.

He was proud of his connections to most RI sports icons and could tell you a personal story about each.

I'will remember him mostly for one particular day when I was walking out of Johnston’s Town Hall, he seemed
bothered and frustrated, pulled out his reporters note pad and without hesitation read this to me — a quote from
someone a news person I believe — “a newspaper editor will always tell you that the reporters are the heart and
soul of any newspaper, until it comes to pay.”

I was confused why he would read that particular quote at that particular time, until I learned he had an argu-
ment with the newspaper editor, one of many he would speak about often.

Peter was a feisty individual with his own style which was sometimes loved and sometimes not so much. A
special man, with a special love for reporting. Rest in Peace my friend and may a pad and pencil never be too far
from you.

]us’cy a quick thank you to John Howell and Rory Schuler for the great bio on Pete Fontaine (“PETE FONTAINE:
1942-2024 ... Ink in his veins, heart on his sleeve,” April 4 edition). He would be so very proud. BUT, he would
have complained his picture should have been above the fold. Great job gentlemen, Johnston appreciates your
hard work and dedication.

Arnie Vecchione, of Johnston
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JFD adds new ladder truck to its apparatus arsenal

By RORY SCHULER

Have you seen the Johnston Fire Department’s newest invest-
ment?

Anew Ladder 1 started responding to calls in town last month.

The Johnston Sun Rise asked Johnston Fire Chief David A. lannuc-
cilli about the importance of the JFD’s new ladder truck and the role
it will play in future fire-fights.

“The new aerial ladder is indispensable to our fire department
due to its multiple uses,” Iannuccilli said. “Reaching heights and
areas that are not accessible to ground based firefighting equipment.

[t will also greatly enhance our fire departments capabilities in tack- ¢

ing future fires and various rescue efforts in challenging situations.”

How badly did the department need a new ladder truck?

“The acquisition of the new aerial ladder was urgent due to the
old ladder being out of service more often than not, plagued by per-
sistent mechanical issues,” Iannuccilli explained. “This new ladder
s paramount for maintaining operational readiness and ensuring
our fire department can effectively respond to emergencies without
delays.”

Wil’len it was ordered almost exactly two years ago, the new
truck’s price tag was estimated around $1.1 million, but in the end
cost around $10,000 more than expected. The town’s new ladder
truck, approved for purchase in April 2022 by Johnston Town Coun-
cil, was built by Spartan Fire and Emergency Apparatus.

In 2015, Johnston purchased “a state-of-the-art 2014 Rosenbauer”
ladder truck (replacing an aerial ladder purchased in 1991). Now
former Johnston Fire Chief Peter J. Lamb said that truck, however,
was plagued with mechanical issues.

“They usually last longer than that,” Lamb explained in 2022.
“This truck has been problematic. We've spent a lot on maintenance.

Our ladder truck has been out of service a great deal of the time.”
According to Iannuccilli, the department was offered only $75,000

for the old ladder truck.

“The old truck’s still in pretty good shape,” the chief said Wednes-

day morning. “We’ll keep it as a back up.”

i J\THN“ Toy,
FIRE DEPT,

FORMER OR LADDER: Johnston spent a little over $1.1 million on its new Spartan Fire and Emer-

gency Apparatus aerial ladder truck. (Photos courtesy JFD)

m D42 Race

(Continued from page 1)

Reflecting on the last election for this seat, Rep. Car-
dillo Jr. said via a press release, “Last election I had the
honor of being re-elected by the voters of my District
to represent them at the Statehouse. I did that by fight-
ing for their interests regardless of political pressure. I
will continue that fight after the next election.”

Looking at this year’s race, Rep. Cardillo Jr. said in
the same release that voters in the district “rejected
our opponents last election and I have full confidence
that they will reject them again,” adding, “Their val-
ues are not the values of the working men and women
of District 42.”

On the topic of policy goals the candidates will fo-
cus on during their campaigns, Coletta says two are
improving infrastructure to avoid future floods, men-

Solicitation of Bids

Tri-County Community Action Agency is requesting formal
bids for Child Care Center Renovations to the Agency’s
facility located at 7 Waveland Street, Johnston, RI, 02919.

Beginning on Monday, April 15, 2024, bid packages may be
obtained by visiting Tri-County’s Administrative Office, locat-
ed on 1126 Hartford Ave, Suite 201, Johnston, Rl 02919. Bid
packages may also be downloaded at www.tricountyri.org.

A walkthrough of the facility will be conducted on Monday,
April 22, 2024 at 3:00p.m. During the walkthrough, potential
bidders may examine the facility and ask questions related
to architectural drawings, specifications, renovations and/or
the bid process. All questions related to the renovations and
bid will be recorded in writing and will be answered in writing
to all “walk-through” participants, within 48 hours. The walk-
through of the site and sign in sheets is mandatory.

Bids must be delivered in a SEALED envelope addressed to

Tri-County Community Action Agency
Attention: Dental Renovation Bid Committee
1126 Hartford Avenue

Suite 201

Johnston, Rl 02919

Bids must be received not later than 3:00 p.m.,
on Monday, April 29, 2024

The official clock is located within the Administration office of
Tri-County CAA at 1126 Hartford Avenue.

Sealed bids will be publically opened beginning at 3:15
p.m. on Monday, April 29, 2024.

Tri-County CAA reserves the right to reject any or all bids,
waive technicalities, and make award(s) for reasons other
than cost, as deemed to be in the best interest of the Agency
or its programs.

Renovations may begin any time after the contract is awarded.

tal health and preventing overdose deaths.

“An overdose death is a policy failure and it’s unac-
ceptable,” Coletta said. “And one of my goals is to
work to make sure that people have access to care that
they need to live.”

Dennis Cardillo Jr. listed education reform, afford-
able housing and showing the community how in-
volved he is and how much he can do as the main
pillars for his campaign.

He said, “Having a small child myself. My wife and
I, we have a toddler. We really want to see a big push
towards education, having a child that will be grow-
ing up and going into the school system. Affordable
housing for the community and especially for the el-
derly. And just really showing the community just
how involved I am, and family-oriented and just
keeping everything positive.”

Rep. Cardillo Jr.’s statement didn’t list the exact
policies he would mention to residents at the door, but
said, “I will continue to listen to my voters and act on
the issues that affect our neighborhood and have no
time to engage in the petty political foolishness of our
past opponents who were rejected in the last election.”

The representative’s release added that he will also
take his legislative accomplishments “directly to the
voters as I did in the last election.”

In true Rhode Island fashion, two of the candidates
running, Coletta and Dennis Cardillo Jr., recently be-
came neighbors.

“Since the last election, Kelsey and myself both

411/24

Legal Notice
Town of Johnston
Adopted Ordinances

At a recent meeting of The Johnston Town Council, the
Council did adopt the following Ordinance effective
immediately:

Ordinance 2024-4

An Ordinance amending Article IV of Chapter 248
entitled “Mobile Food Establishments” & Chapter
242 entitled “Parks & Recreation Areas” of the Town
of Johnston Code of Ordinances. Said ordinance sets
guidelines for Mobile Food Truck Events and also events
in Town Parks

Ordinance 2024-5

An Ordinance authorizing and approving a revised Tax
Stabilization Agreement by and between the Town of
Johnston and Amazon.com Services, LLC establishing
a stabilized amount of taxes to be paid on account of
certain real property and personal property located in the
Town of Johnston, Rhode Island

Said Ordinance is on file and available for review in
the Office of the Town Clerk.

Johnston Town Council Attest:
Robert V. Russo Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
President Town Clerk

bought homes, and we didn’t realize it, but we are
actually neighbors,” Dennis Cardillo Jr. said. “We
have just one house in between us. So that was a little
bit of a shock to realize now that we're going to be
running against your own neighbor, so I think that’ll
make things pretty interesting.”

Coletta said it doesn’t change anything and she also
sent him a welcome message when he moved into the
neighborhood.

Coletta also mentioned how she hopes the com-
plaint from 2022 by Rep. Cardillo Jr. that his nephew
isn’t a resident of this district doesn’t happen again,
saying, “I do have to say the whole talk last time
about how he didn’t live in the district — I hope that
that’s not a thing again because I can attest, I'm at 4
Tarragon, he’s at 8. We both live in the district.”

As for running against his uncle a second time, Den-
nis Cardillo Jr. said he doesn’t really “have anything
bad to say about that.”

“Even in my last campaign, I did not send out any
negative flyers about any of the other candidates,”
added Dennis Cardillo Jr. “I kept every aspect posi-
tive, what I can do for the community, how much I can
be of value and to show the community what type of
service and leadership I can bring.”

Coletta has scheduled an April 10 kickoff event for
her campaign at Taste of Italy on Atwood Avenue in
Johnston. Dennis Cardillo Jr. says he is in the early
stages of his campaign but plans to formally launch
sometime in the spring. Rep. Cardillo Jr. didn’t say an
exact date he will kick off his campaign but said he is

424

seeking reelection.

LEGAL NOTICES

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
OF REVIEW
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, April 25 2024
at 6:30 PM
Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its
regular meeting on April 25,2024 at
6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Center,
1291 Hartford Avenue. All persons
interested in the following propos-
als are requested to be present at
this time. The assembly facilities
are accessible to the handicapped.
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance
of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext.
4117. Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-
6675. The agenda for the evening
will be as follows, subject to change:

I.  Roll Call and Pledge of
Allegiance

Il. Minutes from Previous
Meetings

Ill. Old Business:
None.

IV. New Business:

Petition of David Petrucci Owner/
Applicant for 61 Lookout Ave, AP
9 Lot 238, Zoned R15. Applicant is
proposing construct a detached
two car garage with new driveway.

Petition of Robert and Karen Te-
deschi Owner/Applicant for 17 Jen-
ckes Street, Ap39 Lot108, Zoned
R15. Applicants is proposing special
use permit for free standing 2 car ga-
rage on a plot zoned B2

V. Adjournment

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

e The Zoning Board Agenda and Minutes
are available for review at https://clerkshg.
com/johnston-ri or Monday through Friday
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the
Department of Development and Public Ser-
vices, 100 Irons Avenue, Johnston.

e ltems not heard by 10:30 p.m. may be
continued to the next Regular Meeting o
special meeting at the discretion of Board.

*  Facilities are handicap accessible. In-
terpreter services may be requested from
TTD (401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in
advance.

4/11, 4/18/24
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eyes with cardboard and stare at a slowly shrinking orange sphere.

STARING AT THE SUN: Sun-gazers gathered at the Johnston Senior Center on Monday afternoon to cover their

See that orange fingernail sliver?
Did it change you forever?

By RORY SCHULER

un-gazers gath-

ered at the Mari-

on J. Mohr Public

Library and

Johnston Senior
Center Monday after-
noon to cover their eyes
with cardboard and stare
at a slowly shrinking or-
ange sphere.

Backyard astronomer
Steve Massarone helped
library-goers view the
rare eclipse through a
telescope and a pair of
special glasses.

Immaculate Concep-
tion students and siblings
Arseni Aguilar, 13, and
Aaron Aguilar, 8, stopped
by to take a look.

Massarone expected
the eclipse would reach
about 92% totality in
northern Rhode Island. If
the percentage reached
100%, he said, we’d likely
feel a dip in temperature
and a few moments of
near darkness.

“We’re gonna see about
92% blockage of the sun,”
he explained, standing
outside the Marian J.
Mohr Library in John-
ston, where he had spe-
cial optical gear laid out
on a table.

He helped Arlene Lo-
pardo, a clerk at the li-
brary, view the eclipse

TOTAL ECLIPSE?
ALMOST:

Backyard astronomer
Steve Massarone said the
eclipse would reach about
92% totality in northern
Rhode Island. He helped
Arlene Lopardo, a clerk at
the Marian J. Mohr Library
in Johnston, view the
eclipse through special
glasses and an eclipse-
adjusted telescope.

through special glasses
and an eclipse-adjusted
telescope.

According to NASA:
“On April 8, 2024, a total
solar eclipse moved
across North America,
passing over Mexico, the
United States, and Cana-
da. A total solar eclipse
happens when the Moon
passes between the Sun
and Earth, completely
blocking the face of the

Sun. The sky will darken
as if it were dawn or
dusk.”

It was incredibly sunny
in the Ocean State on
Monday afternoon as
Johnston residents gath-
ered to view the eclipse.

Plenty of residents
scrambled for eclipse
eyewear last-minute
(those who didn’t plan
far in advance).

A group of Johnston Se-

nior Center members
stood by the bocce court
and looked toward Ama-
zon, and up, to view the
eclipse.

Through the narrow
cardboard glasses, John-
ston sun-gazers wit-
nessed a dark circular
mass slowly moving
across a bright orange
sphere, until merely a
skinny orange fingernail
trimming remained.

—

DARK SIDE OF THE MOON: Backyard astronomer
Steve Massarone helped library-goers view the rare
eclipse through a telescope and a pair of special
glasses. Immaculate Conception students Arseni, 13,
and Aaron Aguilar, 8, stopped by to take a look.
(Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

Obituaries

Anthony Angelo Ritacco,

Anthony Angelo Ritac-
co, 89, of Westerly, passed
away peacefully on Eas-
ter Sunday, March 31st,
2024, at home.

Anthony was born on
September 30, 1934, to
Louis and Rose (Gac-
cione) Ritacco in Wester-
ly. He is survived by his
sister, Anna Cardinali of
Mystic. He was pre-de-
ceased by brothers Joseph
Ritacco of Minneapolis
and Louis Ritacco Jr., of
Westerly, and sister Angelina Ritacco of Westerly as well
as daughter-in-law Kimberly Lima Ritacco, wife of son
Anthony, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts.

A Korean War Army veteran, Anthony was a graduate
of Macalester College and lived for a short time in St.
Paul, Minnesota. While traveling back and forth to
Rhode Island, he met the love of his life, the late Mary-
patricia. They married in January 1966 and were mar-
ried for 56 years. Anthony leaves their 4 children, son
Michael and his wife Kelly; Mollie Fitzgerald and her
husband John; Patricia Ascari and her husband Michael,
and Anthony and fiancé Elisha Morris; and five grand-
children, Marley Ritacco, Michael Ritacco, Lukas Ritac-
co, Gillian Ascari and Sawyer Fitzgerald.

Anthony, better known as “The Ace” lived most of his
adult life in East Greenwich, where he and Patsy raised
their family. He was a part of multiple businesses state-
wide. While working as the sales manager for the East
Providence Post, he and the paper’s editor John Howell
bought the Warwick Beacon in 1969. The company went
on to buy The Cranston Herald and start weekly news-
papers in Providence, Seekonk, Coventry and Newport
as well as a commercial web printing company, Beacon
Press Corporation in Warwick. Eventually, Tony ran the
printing company and Howell the publishing company.
The Ace’s reach throughout the state was wide, as he
employed many people, mentored more, and fostered
many business relationships throughout his storied ca-
reer.

The Ace was a dedicated family man and a loyal
friend to many with a heart of gold. His departure
brings great sorrow to so many and is deeply felt by
everyone whose life he touched.

Anthony will be laid to rest with military honors
alongside his beloved Patsy this summer.

Donations in his memory to the Karen Bradshaw Me-
morial Charity, PO Box 1017, East Greenwich, RI 02818
or at www.kabgolfmemorial.com would be appreciated.

Obituari
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge.

The paper also places the obituary on our website,
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform your
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information.
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

— Thank you
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m Amazon

(Continued from page 1)

The Amazonians

Four representatives from Amazon, a
woman and three men in suits with no
ties, sat quietly two rows behind Polise-
na during the meeting (the three men sat
together, and the woman sat in the row
behind them). None of the four stood to
speak during the public session discus-
sion.

The men sat silently, only occasionally
laughing at the jokes cracked by the
town’s top elected officials and attor-
neys, reviewing potential scripts that
were encased in black and clear report
folders.

Clearly visible to the reporter in the
row behind them, one of the men’s po-
tential scripts identified him as Jonathan
Greeley, who leads Amazon’s Economic
Development Work in New England.

“I'm pleased to be here tonight to pro-
vide an update on our Johnston con-
struction project, known internally as
PVD2, and discuss the proposed revised
Tax Stabilization Agreement (TSA) for
the Project,” the document read (this
Johnston Sun Rise reporter photo-
graphed and read the document over the
Amazon rep’s shoulder).

“At the outset I'd like to thank the
Mayor and his team, the Town Council
and the Town of Johnston for continuing
to be amazing partners on this project,”
the document read. “Your collaboration
from project to conception to now has
been critical.”

Silent Attendees

The script, intended for the public and
the Town Council but never read into the
record, continued: “As you may recall
from the last time we appeared in front
of this body, Amazon has partnered with
Bluewater Property Group to build a
5-story, 3.8 (million) square (foot) Ama-
zon Robotic fulfillment center. When
complete, more than 1,500 employees
will pick, pack, and sort packages before
they are loaded onto line haul trucks and
transported to nearby sortation and lo-
gistics facilities across the northeast.
Thanks to the innovations of Amazon
robotics our people will be working
alongside advanced robotics technology,
allowing them to learn new skills and
helping create a more efficient process to
meet customer demand.”

The letter went on to compare the size
of the facility to 66 athletic (the exact
sport was partially obscured by a resting
hand) fields.

“As you might imagine given the size
and function, this construction process
(has been) complex,” the script contin-
ued, but the document was partially ob-
structed by the man’s hand (who was
holding it).

A few more bits were visible. Greeley
had planned to blame some of the delays
on “supply chain challenges” and “infla-
tionary” (something ... not visible from
the row behind). The Amazon official
had planned to tell the council that the
company had “expressed optimism”
that they would still be able to open on
time, but alas, that didn’t happen.

Delay Delayed

After the meeting adjourned, the four
Amazon reps stood outside the Johnston
Municipal Court chatting, openly dis-
cussing whether they should have ad-
dressed the meeting.

The Johnston Sun Rise offered them
the opportunity to speak directly to the
residents of Johnston, through their local
newspaper. They were asked when the
facility on the hill off Hartford Avenue
would finally open (the opening and hir-
ing of 1,500 people has faced several de-
lays over the past year).

All four declined comment, and one of
the men (the same one holding Greeley’s
script) said they would just defer to the
most recent statements from Amazon
spokesman Steve Kelly (who told the
Sun Rise last month that the facility is
expected to open by the end of this year).
Amazon said the same thing last year,
but the facility remains unfinished.

“The timeline has not changed for
us — still slated for later this year,” Kelly
wrote on March 13.

Polisena, who rarely attends Town
Council meetings, spoke briefly prior to
the vote. He told Town Council that “we
tried very hard but there was no way to
issue them (an occupancy permit) for
their building.”

“We were approached by Amazon in
the fall and they said that they would be
invoking this construction clause,”
Polisena explained. “And they initially
came to us and said the number that
they felt comfortable paying on the ini-
tial, the original $5.7 million, was $2.7
million, which is a $3 million shortfall.
That would be a $3 million shortfall for
this budget.”
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Money Already Spent

The mayor was in a tricky spot. He had
assured the voters of Johnston, when they
went to the polls to approve a $215 mil-
lion bond for new school construction,
that there would be “no tax increase” tied
to the project. He promised the taxpayers
of Johnston that Amazon’s regularly
scheduled annual payments over the next
20 years would pay for the new schools.

The school construction has already
started and more than $40 million in con-
tracts have been approved. The site of the
town’s new elementary center has been
cleared and a ground-breaking ceremony
has now been announced for 10 a.m. on
Saturday, May 4.

The school’s groundbreaking ceremo-
ny will be held before the Amazon facili-
ty’s ribbon-cutting.

“My administration is not OK with
that,” Polisena told Town Council, refer-
ring to Amazon’s initial proposed reduc-
tion in this year’s payment by $3 million.
“And, after a few productive meetings,
we came up with this alternative plan.”

According to Polisena, the town has
already received this year’s $5.7 million
payment, but it was kept in escrow pend-
ing Monday night’s vote.

“So Amazon is going to pay the full
$5.7 million this year ... They're giving us
an extra half a million dollars next year,
and then in 10 years, in the years 11
through 20, they’ll get $200,000 off per
year ... We spoke to our fiduciary,”
Polisena explained to Town Council. “As
you guys know ... money is worth more
today than it is in the future. If you use a
10-year treasury, with the additional half
a million dollars we get, and the present
value of years 11-20, it comes out to a dif-
ference of $618,000.”

At face-value, the reduction of $200,000
per year over the last 10 years of the TSA
totals $2 million (in overall payment re-
ductions).

“So this was very important to me to
get done,” Polisena told Town Council. “I
take my responsibility seriously, and hav-
ing a $3 million shortfall ... It's not good
for anybody. It's not good for the town.
I'm appreciative of Amazon understand-
ing this. I'm appreciative of the extra half
a million dollars they’ve given us.”

Flood Money
The “extra” half million dollars will be
used toward remediating widespread
flooding issues in town, according to
Polisena and Attorney William E. O’Gara.
Some of Johnston’s worst flood-spots
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are directly downhill from the new, mas-
sive Amazon facility (though many of
those spots have been historically flood-
prone).

O’Gara, partner with Johnston law firm
Pannone Lopes Devereaux & O’Gara, ad-
dressed Town Council (he attended the
meeting with fellow firm attorney former
Cranston Mayor Allan Fung, who sat in
the solicitor’s chair Monday night).

“We had a lengthy discussion with the
town’s financial advisor ... to sort of have
a check to make sure that our view of the
impact on the town was on the money,”
O’Gara explained. “And he looked at the
impact and he valued the impact at ... the
net present value, as indicated by the
mayor, at $618,630.67. And he indicated
that his feeling was that what the Ama-
zon agreement does for the town, which
is provide a stream of revenue to offset
the costs of the bonds in connection with
the elementary school, middle school and
high school project. That that was going
to remain intact, and he described the
impact as modest.”

The Backend

Due to many of the same reasons Ama-
zon cited for construction delays, the
school projects have also been revised.

The town may no longer renovate the
middle school, despite the pitch delivered
to voters when they passed the school
construction bond referendum. The plans
now call for a new elementary center and
a mostly new high school (plans call for
preservation of the JHS gymnasium, with
a completely new building constructed
around it, between the current school and
the football stadium).

“When you look at the stream of reve-
nue that the tax treaty pays, it’s ... ap-
proximately 1%,” O’Gara said. “It’s a 1%
impact. And again, the 1% ... is on the
back end of the deal. So when you do that
calculation, as to what the actual cost to
the town is today; it’s that $618,000 num-
ber ... Ultimately, we preserved for the
town the benefits that the tax treaty pro-
vides and it allows the town to go for-
ward with certainty as to the revenue
stream.”

According to O’Gara, Polisena’s ad-
ministration also negotiated an agree-
ment with Amazon that future annual
payments will be made each year, in a
single payment, before Jan. 30.

“From a budgeting standpoint, that’s
beneficial,” O’Gara told Town Council.
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PACKAGE DELAYED: These images of the Amazon construction site in Johnston, after sunset, were captured by a drone piloted by Trevor Bryan, an FAA Licensed and
insured drone pilot, the owner and operator of New England Aerial Services, on Sept. 21, 2022. The illuminated project has been taking shape on the Hartford Avenue

hill overlooking Johnston, but its opening date has now been pushed to late 2024. (Sun Rise file photo)

m Amazon
(Continued from page 10)

Sticky Point

Polisena and Ward 5 Town Councilman
Robert Civetti briefly debated whether it

ould make more sense to use the town’s
reserve funds to cover the Amazon short-
fall, than lose money in the future.

“What I would have liked ... to at least
(have been) able to see our financial state-
ments,” Civetti told the mayor. “I've re-
quested financial statements from them

.. (the town’s) finance director, he hasn’t
provided anything. I've made several re-
quests.”

Last year, the town ended in the black.
And for the past year, Civetti has been
publicly requesting budget updates and
financial statements from Polisena’s ad-
ministration, during public meetings, but
he says his requests have been ignored.

“If you look back at our June 30, 2023
audit, we finished with a budgetary sur-
plus of $3.2 million,” Civetti said. “So I
don’t know where we stand currently. If

e’re on the same pace, we certainly

could have covered the $2 million short-
fall ... I don’t necessarily like kicking the
can down the road ... It might be short-
sighted, because again, we don’t know
where we stand. I feel I'm being asked to
make a decision on something (without
adequate information).”

Civetti works as a certified public ac-
countant (and has a client-list that in-
cludes at least one other Rhode Island
municipality). He’s familiar with projects
and budgets of this scale, and the sound
numbers make when you crunch them.
Civetti offered to make a motion to amend
the pending revised TSA ordinance.

“Let’s appropriate $3 million from our
fund balance, so that the administration
has a balanced budget ... Ijust don’t see a
need to be shorting future years, when
we don’t know what the financial posi-
tion of the town’s going to be,” he argued.

The mayor sounded frustrated as he
rose to disagree.

“So, rather than short the town $1.5
million, which is essentially $200,000
from years 11 to 20, you’d rather short the
town $3 million?” Polisena asked Civetti.

“We allocated the Amazon money,” the
mayor told the councilman. “As I've said
multiple times, the annual Amazon reve-
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nue always exceeds the bond payment ...
I'm not going to forego $3 million this
year so we don’t forego $1.5 million in
years 11 through 20.”

“T'd rather lose $1.5 million, over a
10-year span, 10 years from now, so it can
be planned for -- again, it’s only $200,000
— than just leave $3 million on the table
now,” Polisena concluded.

Civetti eventually voted with the rest of
Town Council to approve the revised TSA
with Amazon.

O’Gara further argued that the renego-
tiated TSA was a good deal for Johnston.

“With respect to the idea of essentially
this resolution, which is you maintain the
payment that you were counting on this
year when you constructed a budget ...
You receive an additional $500,000 next
year to deal with the flooding issues,” he
said. “And that essentially Amazon
agreed to take payments 11 years out, ata
point of time where the payments under
the tax treaty have escalated pretty sig-
nificantly. The payments are going to
ramp up from $5.7 (million) to get to $8.9
million in year 20 ... Providing a credit to
Amazon, you're providing those in years
where your payments are going to sig-
nificantly exceed what your anticipated

 *
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debt service is for the school bonds.”

Swift Delivery

The ordinance was ultimately ap-
proved with a unanimous vote of Towr
Council after a pair of public hearings
(the first held on Thursday, March 28, and
the second on Monday, April 8).

Civetti asked for an update on the
promised payments from Amazon for lo-
cal organizations, like Johnston youth
sports and the Johnston Senior Center,
which were contingent upon Amazor
opening its doors. The attorney and the
mayor said the details have yet to be set-
tled.

To end his argument for a re-negotiated
TSA, O’Gara lightened the mood, provid-
ing an example from his own tax bill.

“I live in Westerly, and we passed a
small bond,” he recalled. “And they told
us, “Your taxes are going up a couple hun-
dred dollars to pay for that.” Because we
don’t have anyone who's going to send
us (payments like Amazon) ... Taylor
Swift sends us some money, but she
doesn’t us ... $7 million a year.”

Some people in the audience laughed.
The three men from Amazon laughed
loudest.

ANY 2 DINNERS
INCLUDES CHOWDER OR
SALAD, 6 CLAM CAKES,

6 DOUGHBOYS

$39. 99

With coupon only.
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FErrRI MIDDLE ScHOoOL Q2 Honor RoLL

High Honors
Juliette Amaya 2028
Liam Brennan 2028
Tyler Brunelle 2028
Lucy Chapman 2028
Michael Chounlamany 2028
Faith Kennedy D’Elia 2028
Dimazlia DiBiasio 2028
Christopher DiPanni 2028
Brody Dutilly 2028
Ella Farrell 2028
Gina Ford 2028
Shawnee Funches 2028
Avery Gordon 2028
Anthony Hopp 2028
Esra Imrane 2028
Sparrow Katowicz 2028
Kamryn Kue 2028
Jewel Langlois 2028
Brianna Lapati 2028
Trinity Lorello 2028
Kaylee (Roman) Lucas 2028
Giavanna Manfredi 2028
Jasmeet Mann 2028
Giana Mercurio 2028
Daniela Morales Cordon 2028
Frank Nasisi 2028
Gabriela Noriega Garcia 2028
Lea Petrillo 2028
Angie Quiroa 2028
Isaiah Ramirez 2028
Brea Rianna 2028
Derryck Roberts 2028
Carolyn Rosales 2028
Sophia Rubino 2028
Brooklyn Russillo 2028
Joseph Santos 2028
Isabella Serpa 2028
Derek Simas 2028
Nicholas Smith 2028
Aubrey Soares 2028
Mia Soprano 2028
Gianna Stomberg 2028
Jayeden Thayorath 2028
Isla Troxell 2028
Izabella Urena 2028
Ella Ware 2028
Ashlyn Wheeler 2028
Scarlett Agnoli 2029
Adrian Amaya 2029
Alexis Arias 2029
Mackenzie Arsenault 2029
Nolan Cahill 2029
Breonna Carleton 2029
Ibrahima Fall 2029
Marco Fava 2029
Carleigh Flath 2029
Ian Heywood 2029
Ella Martin-Sharkey 2029
Matthew Otero 2029
Ethan Quixtan Portillo 2029
Penelope Santos 2029
Brandon Turbitt 2029
Nicolas Villa-Pinto 2029
Caylee Allen 2030
Sofia Amane 2030
Jason Aung 2030
Lannie Baker 2030
Caleb Brunelle 2030
Gabriel Brunelle 2030
Leonardo Cardoso 2030
Charlotte Chapman 2030

Natalie Chea 2030
Jaden DeLeon 2030
Ryder Dieringer 2030
Jillian Dixon 2030
Islene Dominguez 2030
Kaylee Hopkins 2030
Jean Julio Jules 2030
Miranda Khoury 2030
Alessio La Terra Bellina 2030
Angelyn Larios 2030
Noah Macartney 2030
Jillian Marandola 2030
Jameson McClish 2030
Landon Moy 2030
Lindsey Moy 2030
Nathaniel Owusu 2030
Jalah Pincince 2030
Logan Poole 2030
Mason Poole 2030
Salina Reth 2030
Madeline Ritch 2030
Maralys Roques 2030
Emilio Urena Moya 2030
Adrian Valenzuela 2030
Harmony Wagnac 2030
Ella Watters 2030
Solange Womack 2030

Total High Honor Roll: 98

Honors
Malaika Ali 2028
Emily Alvarado Mota 2028
Larissa Alvarenga-Pesoa 2028
Robert Cardillo 2028
Steven Carrera Hermosilla 2028
Christopher Cherry 2028
Jon Costa 2028
Nickola D’Aquila 2028
Roger Delgado 2028
Jordan D’Elia 2028
Matthew Duquette-Siswick 2028
Michael Fantini 2028
Cooper Ferranti 2028
Joshua Figueroa 2028
James Forgetta 2028
Thomas Fraioli 2028
Landon Frankina 2028
Frank Galeas 2028
Brandon Giron Caballero 2028
Chelsea Guy 2028
Jhasmin Heredia 2028
Tatiana James 2028
Jayla Jones 2028
Jaelyn Jordan 2028
Syvianna Jules 2028
Cesar Jumique 2028
Hadley Kampper 2028
Navjot Kaur 2028
Aristotle Landim 2028
Lila Lautieri 2028
Mackenzie Lopes 2028
Adriana Morales Cordon 2028
Marissa Morsilli 2028
Owen Niles 2028
Kaiya Nop 2028
Corey Ogden 2028
Maria-Fernanda Oliva 2028
Linda Orozco 2028
Savannah Paquin 2028
Quintin Picon 2028

Enzo Pistacchio 2028
Bruno Porreca 2028
Mason Provoyeur 2028
Leilani Quinones 2028
Aylin Reyes Marte 2028
Adriana Riggen 2028
Valentina Rincon 2028
Zelice Rolland 2028
Jacob Rosa 2028

Daisy Rosales 2028

Mia Rubino 2028

Elena Sampson 2028
Max Sciotti 2028
Mckenzie Shanley 2028
Yaliana Sievers 2028
Kaleigh-James Slader 2028
Javiana Stec 2028

Tristan Stevens 2028

Ava Turgeon 2028
Belinda Urizar Ruiz 2028

Yomilenny Valois Tolentino 2028

Aidan Wentworth 2028
Melvin Wilson 2028

Neji Acksonevong 2029
Antonio Baez 2029

Calla Cadieux 2029
Ryder Calabro 2029
Jacob Celeste 2029
Krishna Chu 2029
Alexander DaPonte 2029
Sophie Darby 2029

Paola DelLeon 2029
Anthony DiFonzo 2029
Gabriella Dinucci 2029
Caleb Doura 2029
Kendall Duguay 2029
Sokhna Fall 2029

Dante Ferranti 2029

Lila Figueroa 2029
Brayden Garceau 2029
Gabrielle Gonsalves 2029
Kenzi Harrop 2029
Mason Johnson Goncalves 2029
Layla Kelly 2029
Dominic Lacasse 2029
Josue Lainez Natareno 2029
Angelina Lambrese 2029
Khady Marone 2029
Emma McDougall 2029
Addyson Meloni 2029
Ryan Morin 2029
Alexander Mrozewicz 2029
Niah Ndukwe 2029
Nicolas Ortellado 2029
Joshua Ortiz 2029
Jayliana Pedraza 2029
Allyson Pena 2029
Mykhal Picon 2029
Khloe Pipkins 2029
Ethan Pongvongkeo 2029
Derek Ricci 2029

J’lene Santana 2029
Dante Santos 2029

Avery Sarit 2029
Christopher Sbardella 2029
Natalia Scorpio 2029
Lily-Anne Segee 2029
Joshua Seyon 2029

Jenae Smith 2029

Ezekiel Sonaike 2029
Summer St. Pierre 2029
Julianna Stonis 2029
Peyton Vargas 2029

Cory Veitch 2029

Grace Wilbur 2029
Winston Xaymongkhoun 2029
Cristian Bonilla Aguilar 2030
Gabriel Bowden 2030
Damani Bowe 2030

Aiden Bright 2030

Kadie Bun 2030

Jackson Burgos 2030

Awa Ceesay 2030

Caleb Cenafils 2030
Emelyn Coggins 2030
Moriah Dasilva 2030
Kenneth Davila 2030
Joseph Davis 2030

Gianna DeCristoforo 2030
Jeyden DeLeon Morales 2030
Evelina DeSimone 2030
Wyatt Dieringer 2030
Sophia Fajardo 2030
Cayden Farpelha 2030
Evan Farrell 2030

Grace Fernandes Alfaia 2030
Eric Ferrara 2030

Dean Fisher 2030

Sophia Galindo 2030
Ashley Garcia Flores 2030
Hailey Garcia 2030

Mia Garcia 2030

Fatima Ghazi 2030

Ashton Greenhalgh 2030
Nevaeh Hardy 2030

Brielle Harrison 2030
Henry Healy 2030

Nathan Hidalgo Salazar 2030
Michael Iafrate 2030
Marvin Izaguirre 2030
Hannah Jackson 2030
Jowell Jimenez 2030
Aubrey Kleva 2030
Giovanni Labbadia 2030
Ali LaFazia 2030

Giuliana Lafleur 2030
Jillian Laprade 2030

Taylor Larson 2030

Brian Lopez Tinoco 2030
Angelice Lopez 2030
Lillyann Lucini 2030
Sellena Mam 2030

Marco Maselli 2030
Kennedie Pace 2030
McKenna Pace 2030

Joleen Pearson 2030

Tyler Pepler 2030

Sherlyn Perez Sosa 2030
Logan Pongvongkeo 2030
Sophia Proulx 2030

Sophia Ramirez 2030
Christopher Ramos-Mues 2030
Joshua Robbins 2030
Maiyah Rosa 2030

Mariah Sanchez Perez 2030
Mikayla Souza 2030

Kenna Sparks 2030

Aiden Spencer 2030

Katie Torres 2030

Kianne Torres 2030

Mason Turgeon 2030

Fredy Vasquez 2030
Sridhar Venkatakrishnan 2030
Gianna Wholey 2030

Total Honor Roll: 184
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Former reporter UConn professor Mike Stanton
reflects on Rl stories & characters

By G. WAYNE MILLER

GWM: Mike, let’s start with today. You live in Rhode Island and are a journalism professor at the University of Connecticut. Tell us about your responsibilities
and the courses you teach.

MS: Having lived in Rhode Island for three decades, I didn’t want to move when UConn hired me in 2013. I grew up in Connecticut, but love Providence. So now
I keep one foot in each state, which is interesting when UConn plays Providence College in basketball — I have season tickets to the Huskies and the Friars, who I
used to cover for the ProJo!

I teach a range of courses, from our introductory Press in America and Newswriting I classes to more advanced courses like Investigative Reporting, Sports Jour-
nalism and Feature Writing. My investigative class last year published a project about housing evictions and the affordable housing crisis in southeastern Connecticut
in The Day of New London. It won a national award for investigative reporting in the Hearst student journalism competition. It’s a great example of the hands-on
learning that we stress.

GWM: What attracts your students to journalism?

MS: Two things — storytelling and making a difference.

Since prehistoric cave paintings, humans have told stories and that appetite continues, even as the platforms change. Students are very excited to tell stories —
through words, pictures, video, podcasts, etc. I tell them that newspapers may be dying, but not the public’s hunger for stories — and that they’re going to help invent
the future.

Secondly, students are passionate about making a difference. Since the rise of disinformation and our fractured politics, we’ve seen an increase in students — even
non-majors — who take Press in America because of a heightened awareness of the importance of a free press in a democratic society. Some have changed their major
to journalism or added it as a second major. They want to do stories that hold the powerful accountable — that afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.

GWM: Give us an overview of where they hope to work — legacy newspapers, broadcast, online or somewhere else.

MS: There’s a range. But they are finding jobs. Some work in legacy media, others for websites, or in broadcasting.

Given our strong sports teams at UConn, and the proximity of ESPN in Bristol, Conn. (I co-teach Sports Journalism with "'*v" REO O C E AN
ESPN feature producer Steve Buckheit), we have a lot of students who want to cover sports. Some work at ESPN; others 75

have gone on to work as reporters and producers for Major League Baseball, including Molly Burkhardt, the daughter ST ATE
of two great journalists I worked with at the ProJo — the late Mimi and Andy Burkhardt. Others get jobs on the social ”’x,, A ,3.3,\'g

media side of media companies, or doing social media for sports teams, etc. Data is another field. One former student is
at the New York Times, mining huge amounts of data for investigative stories and graphics. Another worked for Tim |PELL CENTER STO RIE S
White at WPRI as an investigative producer. Another recent alum, Taylor Begley, is the sports director at WPRI. Colebaroig s guars | 10973002

GWM: What's the best bit of advice you've ever given to your students?

MS: Get hands-on experience from Day One. The classroom is important, but it’s only part of the equation. Sign up right away to work for campus media and
develop as many multi-platform media skills as you can to make yourself more versatile. Dive immediately into journalism classes, so you can get to the more ad-
vanced courses faster and parlay your experience into internships that can lead to a job when you graduate. Too many college students focus in their first two years
on knocking off their general-education requirements and don’t get into the advanced journalism courses until they’re juniors or seniors. In the classroom, we try to
be as hands-on as possible, having students write news stories, cover campus beats, attend sporting events, produce broadcasts and podcasts, etc.

H STANTON - PAGE 22
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*I.owest S In Townx

_ New WASH * DRY ¢ FOLD
| State-of-the-Art | Drop Off Service
Fquipment - oty 89¢ per Ih.
SHIIIE ”Id Pl‘il.‘ES.’ Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
. Same Day Service

Jain’s Laundry

Plaza 44 » 39 Putnam Pike ° Johnston » 231-7019
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm,; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

By JENNIFER COATES

There is going to come a time when you can no longer
avoid it. That pile of laundry in the corner, growing every
day while you find excuses to ignore it. But it is not
going away, and eventually, it will overtake your room or
leave you without a single clean garment to wear.

Laundry is like that — it is never-ending. Now, there
is a possibility for escape! Why labor ONE MORE
MINUTE this cold and wet spring tackling the inevitable
chore of endless laundry when you have the willing and
able hands of Kaushal Jain of Jain's Laundry to rescue
you?

For an incredible .89/pound, Kaushal will wash,
soften, dry, and even fold your laundry — all in one day
— all at this user-friendly, clean and efficient laundromat
in Johnston. Besides the convenience of this great
service, this incredible price also covers the cost of the
softener, bleach, soap and hangers! The math is simple
enough — ten pounds of dirty clothes, dropped off in
the morning and ready to go by day's end — all for less
than $9.00. Fifteen pounds of dirty clothes dropped off
on the way to work and ready to go by dinner — all for
under $14.00. What a bargain!

For the most competitive prices in the area, you
will find both the wash-fold, same-day service offered
by Kaushal here at Jain's Laundry as well as a room
full of coin-operated washers and dryers for the “do-
it-yourselfers”. If you don't have enough quarters, no
worries ~ there is a change machine that accepts up to
a $20.00 bill available here.

There are large capacity machines available for all size

o FULL & PART-TIME
[ /“-"f POSITIONS AVAILABLE

,ua-'i,l,i"gc;n. 2
\280-1400

’,,b 1253 Hartford Ave.
.~ Johnston, Rl 02919

NOW ENROLLING

6 Weeks — 12 Years Old

1

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

L OCAL BUSINESS
PG

Jain’s Laundry

Let them help carry your laundry load this spring
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Meet Kaushal Jain, someone who will make your life easier and who will give you more time to do the things
you love this spring! Visit her at Jain’s Laundry on Putnam Pike!

loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top loading
machines are available here for only $2.25 per load.
State-of-the-art dryers are installed which are incredibly
efficient, rotating both clockwise and counter-clockwise
to prevent the bunching and twisting that can make
drying uneven in conventional dryers.

Vending machines are also on-site if you need to
re-stock your supply of detergent, softener or laundry
bags. There is never a need to wait because there are
rows and rows of machines ready to go at any given
time. Everything you need is right here at Jain's Laundry.

There is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful staff
here, ready to meet the needs of both residential and
commercial customers. You can stay in their clean
waiting area between cycles or leave and return
between loads. There is always someone there to keep
an eye on your clothes or help you as needed.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza
on 39 Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week -
from 8 am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am
to 8 pm on Saturday and Sunday. For more information
about their services, call 401-231-7019.

TITAS TAILORS AND CLEANERS

Johnston, RI

401-403-2292

info@TitasTailors.com

)

Alterations - Repairs E-
ﬁ Cultural Outfits - Leather
| “ ” - Custom Creations

Curtains - Dry Cleaning
Military, vets and first responders always receive 10% discount!

[
o

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE

Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

BRIARCLIFFE

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I- 295 7 ]ohnston RI
CRANS TON PAIN T

& WALL COVERING
NOW BOOKING INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

SPRING PROJECTS
“Products and Services From One Source”

946-5070 « 269-3093

cranstonpaintri.com

386 ATW0OD AVENUE, CRANSTON, RI
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Rl REG. #37080

ljour Target Audience
S neading. .

Make sure they’ll be
reading about YOU!

For information
about
advertising
on this page,
call

B 7205100

¢ WARWICK BEACON

* CRANSTON HERALD

¢ JOHNSTON SUNRISE

¢ THE REMINDER

* RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

*|IBEACON

COMMUNICATIONS
MELISSA MILLER

' = _./ ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
e melissam@rhodybeat.com
 ——a p 401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

If you are a GNA or

Homemaker and want to

make a difference in the

lives of those at home,
contact us today and start a
new rewarding career with
Specialty

Home Care Services

Phone:
When you or your loved one need help at
home, call the people that have heen 401-455-0m
Taking Care of Peaple at Home for 20 years. Email:

401-455-01M SpecialtyOffice@shcs-ne.com

BEACON

COMMUNICATIONS

* WARWICK BEACON

* CRANSTON HERALD

* JOHNSTON SUNRISE

* THE REMINDER

* RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

, DONNA ZARRELLA
— 7 ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
—— DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
= p 401-732-3100
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Sports

Panthers dominant in 2-0 start

Boudreau leads ) >
JHS softball in
opening week

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston softball team has emerged as a
Division II favorite early this spring season af-
ter beating Mt. Hope 11-0 in the opener then
Toll Gate 2-0 on Monday afternoon to improve
to 2-0.

Sophomore pitcher Haley Boudreau has been
electric in the circle for the Panthers, racking up
28 strikeouts in 12 innings of work and allow-
ing no earned runs on just three hits.

The Panthers clashed with the Titans in a
pitchers” duel on Monday, as Toll Gate’s Del-
aney Wilson was also stellar, allowing just one
earned run when Kalyn Foster knocked in an
RBI in the sixth inning. Johnston’s first run
came in the third on a throwing error. Other-

ise, the Panther bats were held in check by

ilson, who finished with 14 strikeouts of her
own.

Boudreau relied on her off-speed pitches to
keep the Titan batters off-balance all night.

“My curveball was working well. I noticed
that they could hit inside so I made sure to
pitch outside and that helped me get through
the game. It was a lot of pressure, but I feel that
that makes me pitch better. The adrenaline
helps me pitch faster,” Boudreau said.

Boudreau had a breakout season last spring
for the Panthers and figures to be perhaps the
division’s best arm. She is excited to build on
last year’s performance and feels a bit more
comfortable this season.

“I'm a lot more confident because I know
that I won't be as nervous. I experienced every-
thing last year,” Boudreau said.

Bella Boudreau led the Panthers at the plate

in the opener, knocking in three runs. Arianna &
o | » :

u PANTHERS - PAGE 16 IN THE CIRCLE: Johnston pitcher Haley Boudreau deals on Monday afternoon. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

JHS baseball splits
first two games

By ALEX SPONSELLER

ﬁ‘

The Johnston baseball team split its first two games of the
regular season, beating Woonsocket 2-1 in the opener then fall-
ing to East Providence 1-0 in the second.

Emmanuel Rios got the win on the mound in the opener,
pitching six innings and allowing no earned runs while strik-
ing out nine batters. Davian Nunez led the team at the plate,
going 2-for-2 and knocking in both of its runs.

Dylan Guernon tossed a solid game against the Townies on
Monday night, but their one run would be enough to get the
win. Guernon pitched five innings, allowing no earned runs
and striking out six. Johnston was held scoreless and Matt Cle-
ments earned two of the team’s four hits in the loss.

Although the Johnston pitching has been stellar through
two games, the bats have struggled to take off. As the offense
looks for answers, Johnston coach Joe Acciardo believes the
pitching and defense will have to shoulder the load in the
early going.

“We’ve got to play some small ball and we have to be disci-
plined. That’s something that we're trying to focus on, getting
back to the fundamentals and making it work. We just have to
understand that we aren’t going to be a team that puts up big
numbers across the plate, but we’ll have to get some runs
somehow,” Acciardo said. “We won’t be able to make errors
and we’ll have to generate runs anyway we can. It’s early,
though, so it’s not like we can’t turn it around.”

Acciardo continued, “We’ll try to take a page out of East
Providence’s book last year. They won 13 games by one run
and that may be something that we have to do. It’s all about
getting the little things done and having discipline, patience.

/ When you're playing small ball, you have to have unselfish

WINNING PITCHER: Emmanuel Rios deals last week. (Photos by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com) g

JHS- PAGE 16
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There's still time

Drawing May 9

at Chelo’s Restaurant, Post Rd. Warwick

*50 could win you a brand new
2024 CHEvyY

TRAILBLAZER

Warwick

Rotary Club

Car & Cash Raffle
1ST PRIZE: 2024 Chevy TrailBlazer

2ND PRIZE: *1,500% Cash
3RD PRIZE: *1,0002 Cash

TICKETS ARE 50 EACH OR 3 FOR #100

AVAILABLE AT GREENWOOD CREDIT UNION, THE WARWICK BEACON
AND REVOLUTION AMERICAN BISTRO

Proceeds to benefit Warwick Rotary Charities

4TH PRIZE: $500% Cash
5TH PRIZE: $250 Cash

7-11 Convenience
A & J's Variety
Atmed Medical
Atwood Florist

Atwood Grill
Atwood Wine & Spirits
Bank RI
BD Mart
BMC mart
Bread Boss
Brigido’s Scituate IGA
Buono’s Bakery
Citgo Food Mart
Confreda Farms
Convenience Plus
D. Palmieri’s Bakery
Denny’s Restaurant
DePetrillo’s Bakery
Dollar Store
Emmily’s Restaurant
English Muffin
Espresso Pizza
Family Dollar
Fine Wine & Spirits

Five Guys
FM Global
Food Mart
Gulf X-Press
Harriet’'s Kitchen
Hess
Home Fries
Hometown Pizza
J & T's Grille
J. Palmieri’s Pizza
Jacavone Garden Center
Jain’s Laundry
Johnston Fine Wine
Johnston Laundromat
Johnston Senior Center
Johnston Town Hall
Knights Liquor
La Nuova
Lighthouse Restaurant
Marian J Mohr Library
Market Basket
Mega Liquor
NAPA Auto Parts
PetSmart

Sun 1se

IS available at over 200 locations
In the Johnston area including...

Pic and Pay Food Mart
Popeyes Restaurant
Price Rite
Rl Homemade Donuts
Riccotti's
Rosa Mia Pizza
Scungio’s Liquors
Seasons Corner Market
Shop and Go
Shore’s Market
Speedway
Stop ‘n’ Go
Stop & Shop
Strings Bar & Girill
Sundaes
Tire Pros
Tita's Tailors
Tri Town Wine & Spirits
Trinity Assembly of God
Tri-Town Health Center
Uncle Tony’s Pizza & Pasta
Walgreens

»
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SHORTSTOP: Arianna Velasquez makes a play on Monday.

m Panthers

(Continued from page 15)

Velasquez, Alexia DiLorenzo and Foster
all recorded multiple RBI as well.

The Panthers have been trending in
the right direction as a program over the
past two seasons and are looking to take
one more step toward winning a cham-
pionship. With a roster that features

quality pitching, fielding and hitting,
Boudreau believes chemistry will be the
final piece to the puzzle.

“We’'ve been working together since
sixth grade. We work well together, we
communicate and I think we can make it
far this year,” said Boudreau.

The Panthers next faced Barrington on
Wednesday, but the results were not
available at press time. Johnston will
host Lincoln on Saturday morning.

sl 'fr.‘ﬁ’_ ¢

m JHS

(Continued from page 15)

. s i oM
TAG OUT: Chris Civetti looks to tag a baserunner last week.

players. No one wants to bunt, but some-
times you have to do (those things) to
give the team the best chance to win. We

L

just need to figure out how to generate
runs. We can pitch, we can field. We can
play with anyone as long as we play as a
team and do the little things.”

The Panthers were scheduled to take
on Ponaganset on Wednesday, but the
results were not available at press time.
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Local softball teams impress in opening week

y biggest takeaway
through the first week
of spring sports is how

excellent our softball teams are
here at Beacon Communica-
tions. All five of our teams have
impressed and could be con-
tenders by season’s end, at least
based on what we’ve seen in the
early going.

In Warwick, Pilgrim appears
to be right back to where it was
last year as one of the state’s
best clubs. Gretchen Dombeck
has proven to be a worthy suc-
cessor in the circle after Alyssa
Twomey graduated, and return-
ers like Genna D’Amato, Madi-
son Tuirok and Skylar Hawes
appear to be more than enough
on offense to keep this team in
play for a deep postseason run.

The only question I have at
this point is experience. Al-
though Pilgrim’s underclass-
men have proven to be ready
for significant roles, how will
they fare when the playoffs ar-
rive? It’s early, I know, but this
team will be in the playoffs, no
doubt. How far can the young-
sters carry this team when the
postseason grind gets under-
way?

As for Toll Gate, despite start-

ing 0-2, what I saw on Monday
against Johnston was encourag-
ing.

Pitcher Delaney Wilson is
back and threw an absolute
gem against the Panthers (who
we’ll get to in a moment). Wil-
son allowed just one earned run
and struck out 14 batters. Un-
fortunately, the Titans bats were
cold.

Sure, Toll Gate also has a
young roster, but having a
pitcher capable of doing what
Wilson did is huge. Others may
disagree, but pitching is the
most important aspect of the
game at the high school level.
Any team can get lucky and
knock in a couple runs here and
there, but having a quality
pitcher is essential. There is no
such thing as a fluke perfor-
mance in the circle.

Toll Gate was shut out in each
game, so I do believe the offense
will struggle this season. Wil-
son, though, will only get better
once the weather warms up, as
will the entire team. Toll Gate
has a difference maker in the
circle, and even just a small im-
provement at the plate will al-
low the Titans to win some
games and make a playoff push.

My pitch

by
ALEX

SPONSELLER
SpoRrTs EDITOR

ALEXS@
RHODYBEAT.COM

The Cranston East Bolts look
primed to be a contender in Di-
vision III after returning to the
playoffs last season.

Freshman Isabella Sousa has
been flat out dominant in the
circle for the Bolts. Again, if you
have a top tier pitcher, that
alone will make you a playoff
team. Jaeda Viveiros, Nevaeh
Fatorma, Kiara McGarty, Estrel-
la Rivas and Mariah Means-
Waldorf are all solid players,
while Samaya Imondi and
Leanna Garcia look ready to
emerge as underclassmen.

The Bolts really have all the
pieces in place to contend for a
championship, it will just be
about staying healthy and con-

sistent.

Across town, the West Fal-
cons have also picked up where
they left off last year and are
also very much in the Division I
Championship mix.

As of this writing, the Falcons
are 1-0 after thumping North
Kingstown 18-0 in the season
opener. Heading into the sea-
son, the questions were: who
would replace Paige Cote in the
circle, and would the Falcons
have enough depth to replace
the two or three big bats that
graduated?

It's a small sample size, for
sure, but an 18-0 win is impres-
sive and should give us the an-
swers.

Mia Crudale got the win in
her debut as the team’s pitcher
and has been around for awhile

.. she should be ready to lead
the team in the circle. Sofia
Marella is behind the plate, and
Siena Nardelli, Nicole Silvestri
and Sam Healy all return and
look ready to be All-Division
players. This lineup is still load-
ed despite losing a few pieces.

Finally, the Johnston Panthers
have already emerged as the
favorite to win the DII title.

Haley Boudreau returns after

a breakout freshman season and
is set to be one of the best pitch-
ers, not only in the division, but
in the entire state. In two starts,
she is 2-0 and has yet to allow a
run while picking up 28 strike-
outs. She has also been solid at
the plate as well.

Along with Boudreau, there
is Arianna Velasquez, who will
be playing Division II softball in
college and is an elite infielder.
Ava Waterman also returns
along with Kalyn Foster, who
drove in the team’s only earned
run on Monday against Toll
Gate.

Between having the divi-
sion’s best pitcher and a deep,
versatile lineup on the field and
at the dish, Johnston should be
there until the very end.

Again, it has only been a
week. Things can change and
look completely different in the
next two months, but when as-
sessing the ceilings of these
teams, we could easily see all
five reach the playoffs and mul-
tiple win championships. Soft-
ball has always been my favor-
ite spring sport to cover, so I am
thrilled that it looks like this
will be a huge season for our
teams.

Locals shine for RIC track team

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Senior Trinity Hayes (Providence) fin-
ished first in both the 100m (12.45) and
200m (25.71) as the Rhode Island College
women’s track and field team competed at
the Coast Guard Spring Invitational on
Saturday.

Junior Samantha Sainristil (Cranston)

finished second in the hammer (44.74m)
and seventh in both the discus (33.94m)
and the shot (10.72m).

Sophomore Bethanie Jean-Philippe
(Cranston) finished second in the javelin
(34.99m) and 24th in the long jump (3.95m).

Sophomore Haley Oliver (Coventry) fin-
ished seventh in the 1,500m (4:53.25) and
eighth in the 800m (2:29.72)

Freshman Marlyn Dunlop (Providence)
finished 16th in the 400m (1:11.13).

Junior Shirley Portillo (North Provi-
dence) finished 17th in the 400m (1:11.28).

In upcoming action, Rhode Island Col-
lege will compete at the Southern New
Hampshire Invitational on Saturday, April
13.

Sophomore Shamus Culhane (North

Kingstown) finished first in the hammer
(53.15m) and 15th in the discus (29.27m) as
the Rhode Island College men’s track and
field team competed at the Coast Guard
Spring Invitational on Saturday.

Freshman Gabriel Dosunmu (Provi-
dence) finished third in the 4x100m relay
(44.12), fifth in the long jump (6.78m) and
10th in the 100m (11.37).

Business Card

DIRECTORY

Refinishing

Restoration &
Application of
Factory Finishes

Custom New
Doors & Drawers Available

Call Anthony for a free
and friendly consultation

Over 25 years experience

401-480-2366

) BETTER
BUSINESS
BUREAU

Reg. #25485

This Week s
Fedatured Business...

P

DePietro Roofing, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
ROOFING SPECIALISTS

CALL FOR SPECIALS!
Quality Work » All Phases of Roofing
No Job Too Small

Call John 573-9328

FREE ESTIMATES * INSURED » REG. #22850

Raymond Pezzullo
Law Offices

FAMILY LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT LAW
WILLS
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669

1200 Hartford Avenue ¢ Suite 117
Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Weatherproof Home
Improvement

Roofing - Siding - Windows

Dennis 732-9218

Fully Licensed/Insured Reg #31803
Family-Owned/Operated

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only

*18 per week

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100
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Classifieds

LINE ADS:
20 Words - $35.00 per week

each additional word $1.00

hold first line $4.00

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald
and Johnston Sun Rise

Add The Reminder

for an additional $10/week

401-732-3100
BUSINESS SERVICE ADS:

$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and

Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:

$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Sun Rise

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

T0 PLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:

Call 732-3100 by —
* 4 PM Friday for
Cranston Herald (Thursday),
Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
The Reminder (Wednesday)

Please Check Your Ad!'

We make every effort to carefully proofread all
advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Beacon Communications
shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or
failure to insert, any advertisement for which it
may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual
space occupied by the item in which error or
omission or failure o insert accurred. Advertiser
will be entitled to refund of advertisement price
orinsertion in next issue at advertiser's opt|on

Email ads to: Classifieds @rhodybeat.com

CRED'T POL'CY We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the excep-
tion of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit
Application has been approved and account established.

Apartments for Rent Houses Wanted

Get the word out...
Advertise Your

o YABD SALE

Call Ida — 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths.
Unfurnished, hardwood floors,
washer/dryer, stove, refrigera-

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-

tor. 1-yr lease, $1200 mo. + utili- 595-8703.
ties. Security. No pets. No smok-
ing or vaping. Credit check, BCI, Jobs/Situations

Wanted

CARPENTER FOR HIRE:
25 Years experience. Reg.
#18331. Bob, 401-374-2443.

references. Bob 401-529-5898.

Cemetery Lots
For Sale

Cemetery Lot for sale - 2 plots,
Highland Memorial Park, John-

ston/Meditation Section. $2000
for each plot or B/O. Willing to
split plots. Buyer pays transfer
fee. 865-724-3345.

Lot #156 plots 2 & 3, Highland
Memorial Cemetery, Johnston.
Sold-out  section/Garden  of
Memory. $1999 per plot. Buyer
pays transfer fee. Leave mes-
sage: 520-465-5660.

Devotions
Thank you, Saint Jude, for an-
swering my prayers. -RJA &
DBA

Help Wanted

Choice Soft Washing Homes
- Mobile Homes - Fences 401-
241-7136.

CLEANING: 18+ Years of expe-
rience. Thorough, reliable, with
excellent references upon re-
quest. Call 248-3839. **I'm fully
vaccinated**

Yard Sale

Multi-family yard sale. Sat.,
4/13, 8am - 3pm, 22 Freedom
Ct., Johnston. Clothes, furni-
ture, jewelry, etc. Something for
everyone.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

20 Woras -*35/week

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
0 Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

U BOLD TYPE

. Please print clearly - One word per box
Carpet Cleaning Technician/

T I Phone number is one word. $4.00 per week. First line only.
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 0 p ace Not responsible for words we cannot read.

Driver's License. BCI required.

Call Joe, 401-258-9648. your ad

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift,
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have
valid Driver's License, reliable
vehicle and clean BCI. Great

please call Ida
job for retirees! Call Joe, 401-

301-1162. 732'3 100

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Statewide Coverage

by phone,

20 words

+$1 each addition word

Name O ,
Address /
Town/State

bhone Make checks payable to:
Price Per Week # of Weeks Amount Paid

COMMUNICATIONS

U Check/Money Order Enclosed - Payable to: BEACON COMMUNICATIONS

Circle One: Account #

Help Wanted
Real Estate
Autos
lterms For Sale

732-3100

Security Code Expiration Date

MAIL OR BRING TO:
Beacon Communications

1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick Rl 02889
E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Classified Ad Deadline is
FRIDAY AT 4PM*

*Thursday at 4pm if there is a Monday holiday

*/Save Time.
Save Money.
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Local waterways stocked for Openmg Day

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Opening Day of the freshwater
fishing season in Rhode Island is 6
am. Saturday, April 13. The
Rhode Island Department of En-
vironmental Management (DEM)
has stocked over 60,000 brook,
brown, rainbow and golden rain-
bow trout select areas in advance
of the season.

Local waterways ready with
stocked fish in the Cranston/War-
wick/West Warwick area include
Gorton Pond, Warwick (new this
year); J.L. Curran Reservoir, Cran-
ston; Meshaticut Pond, Cranston;
Pawtuxet River (north branch),
Scituate and Cranston; Pawtuxet
River (south branch), Coventry
and West Warwick; and Seidel’s
Pond, a children’s only pond,
Cranston.

Over one hundred freshwater
locations will be stocked. For a list
of trout stocked waters and rules
governing children’s ponds,
please see trout waters and other
information of interest to anglers
at Designated Trout Waters |
Rhode Island Department of En-
vironmental Management (ri.
gov).

A 2024 fishing license is re-
quired for anglers 15 years of age
and older. A Trout Conservation
Stamp is also required of anyone
wishing to keep or possess a trout
or to fish in a catch-and-release or
“fly-fishing only” area. Trout
Stamps are not required for per-
sons possessing trout taken from a
lake or pond that shares a border
with Rhode Island.

In Rhode Island, the minimum
size for trout is eight inches (8”)
and the daily creel or possession
limit is five from April 13, 2024,
through Dec. 1, 2024, and two
from Dec. 1, 2024, through Feb. 28,
2025.

Getting ready to fish is easy
Freshwater fishing in Rhode Is-

land and Massachusetts is out-
standing. Both states stock water-
ways with a variety of trout and
salmon which makes catching
them easy this time of year. Fresh-
water fishing is a good way to
start fishing as anglers of all ages
can fish from the safety and com-
fort of a pond, lake or river shore.

Fishing provides adventure, ex-
citement and food if you like to
clean and cook your catch (which
is not necessary as many anglers
practice catch & release). And it
gives us an opportunity to be out-
doors with family and friends
and/or gain a bit of solace with
the environment.

Here are three simple steps to
get started.

One: fishing licenses and regu-
lations. Freshwater fishing is reg-
ulated by the States of Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island. See links
to licensing information below.

Two: what you need to get
started. For freshwater fishing use
a light to medium action rod and
reel combination such as an Ugly
Stick, Berkley or other rod/reel
combination ($39 to $69). You will
also need some hooks and bob-
bers that float baits in the water
column and move to signal that
you have a bite. If recently stocked,
trout can be fished with a syn-
thetic bait (as that is what they eat
when in the hackery) like Power
Bait ($4 to $6) or as the fish accli-
mate to the natural environment
live bait such as night crawler
worms or shiners can be used.
Once anglers have mastered cast-
ing and retrieving, lures can be
used such as spinner baits and
jerk baits.

Three: where to catch fish.
Rhode Island DEM’s Division of
Fish & Wildlife stocks over 100
ponds, rivers, brooks and lakes
with a variety of trout and salmon
so you might want to check wa-
terways in your area. Massachu-
setts stocks designated trout wa-

terways with over 500,000 fish
each year. Many of them are
stocked two or three times a year.

For a complete list of stocked
ponds, license information and a
copy of the RI Freshwater Fishing
Regulations and Guide visit
www.eregulations.com/rhodeis-
land/fishing/freshwater. In Mas-
sachusetts visit Freshwater Fish-
ing | Mass.gov.

Hats off to Ed Lombardo

Ed Lombardo, expert fly fisher,
guide and instructor, was hon-
ored by Rhode Island Trout Un-
limited (225) with their Lifetime
Achievement Award at their an-
nual banquet which took place
Saturday at The Quonset O Club,
North Kingstown. Ed was hon-
ored for his forty years of service
as a fly instructor for thousands
of men, women and children.

Lombardo has worked with the
Department of Environmental
Manager in Rhode Iland for 33
years instructing freshwater and
saltwater fly classes. Presently he
works with Kimberly Sullivan,
principal biologist and aquatic re-
source education coordinator for
the DEM, delivering multiple fly
fishing programs each year. They
conduct both saltwater and fresh-
water classes, programs for chil-
dren, veterans, beginners and
those more experienced with fly
fishing and tying. Ed has also in-
structed fly fishing and tying for
the many area fishing clubs he is a
member of.

After receiving the award, Ed
said, “This was a total surprise. I
did not know about the award. It
is a great honor.”

Where's the bite?

Freshwater fishing. Trout sea-
son in RI opens Saturday, April 13,
however, many trout ponds are
open for fishing in Massachusetts.
Prior to this date. “Anglers just
wanting to get tight on something
have been traveling to Massachu-

SILVER SPRING LAKE: Kevm Tlerney of BurrlllVlIIe fished W|th
stepsons Camryn Lions and Geo Curtis. The trio caught seven
trout including two golden trout. Opening day this year is Saturday,

April 13. (Submitted photo)

setts to fish for trout. But here in
Rhode Island anglers are starting
to get excited too,” said Jeff Sulli-
van of Lucky Bait & Tackle, War-
ren.

Dave Henault of Ocean State
Tackle, Providence, said, “Anglers
are gearing up for opening day.
We are open this weekend and
have a good supply of Power
Baits which have been the hot bait
for the past few years. However, I
might add anglers have been
hooking up with largemouth bass
and Pike in area ponds this week.”

Saltwater. Anglers continue to
find holdover school striped bass
in estuaries. “The Narrow River
has been producing school striped
bass for customers fairly consis-
tently,” said Henault of Ocean

State Tackle.

Jeff Sullivan of Lucky Bait &
Tackle said, “We have had quite a
few anglers getting ready for both
tautog and stiped bass. They are
getting their lead core line ready
for trolling and buying a lot of soft
plastic lures mimicking shad. I do
not expect it to be very long before
the striped bass fishing explodes
due to the warm weather we are
expecting next week.”

Lombardo, said, “We fished
Narrow River Monday. Caught a
nice mid twenty inch fish that
looked like a holdover fish. I be-
lieve once the water warms some
the bite will get better. I caught it
on my Hot Pink Ed’s fly. We saw
now bait in the water on Mon-
d ay 4

SINESS SERVICES

Carpentry

Handyman

Home Improvements

Painting

Plastering

Power Washing

CUSTOM

CARPENTRY
By Gary Smith
NO JOB TOO SMALL
30 Years Experience
customcarpentrygs@hotmail.com
Lic. & insured #38201

Call: 401-644-9495

Electrical

John’s Construction
Handyman Services
Painting ¢ Windows
Carpentry
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad.
Reg. #24655 ~  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing  Siding * Gutters * Decks
Dennis
732-9218 m#im

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insured

Fencing

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl ¢ Wood ¢ Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured - Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

Flooring

EAST COAST
WOOD FLOORS
Installed - Sand
Finish - Refinish
Insured * Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644

Reg. #15124

New
Horizon
Handyman
Services

LLC

Ron
401-644-2390

ron@newhorizon58.com

Reg. #29690

Landscaping

STEVEN G. RUHLE
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors
Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

TY SCAPE
PROPERTY SERVICES
Spring/Fall Cleanups
Weekly/Bi-Weekly
Lawn Cutting
Seniors Welcome
401-374-0490

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing
Free Estimates
Jason e Craig

378-8525 o 743-2554
Reg. #22833 Insured

Masonry

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys < Floors + Patios
Driveways < Steps < Walkways
Repairs + Free Estimates
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326 Licensed & Bonded

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTING

Indoor/Outdoor
Free Estimates

Call Ron
401-644-2390
ron@newhorizon58.com

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

Reg. #4114 %  Member BBB *  Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369

Plumbing & Heating

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING
Water Heaters
Free Estimates
Remodeling + Repairs
New Construction
MP #1696 737‘4679 MPF #6470

BUSINESS SERVICES
DEADLINE: 4 PM Friday

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating
New & Old
Installations ¢ Repairs
Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential
739-6155 wmp #o1896

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service
Matters, call Ken,

401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Rubbish Removal

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc.

We remove one item
or content of entire house.
Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES
15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards
Garages - Moving?
Anything hanled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!

741 -2781 1ie. #5737 - Insured

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.

Insured @ Reg. #27176 @ #RI877

401-647-9606

Business Services Ads

*32
start at per week

for 4 or more weeks in the Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 732-3100

(All 3 papers for one low price)
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Real Estate
Transactions

Coventry Warwick

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE | ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE  PRICE

1 entey Ln Lot 2 Anponaug Proerties ne The Merkowski 3 SS00 | 10 Haris ke Phaon ap LLC Garganese, Jasonand Garganee, Elzabet A

} Fild Of Dreams Rd Dolan Jr, Daiel and Dl Amy M Richerds Jr Micheel D and Gould, Nichell B S05000 | 29 Gbtons he Parkust Tifany 19 Gihons LG Y

jTaft &t Worin Diane F Estand Morin, Max F Yentz, Wikam D and Wentz, Eva § S50 | 30 Whippe ve Welly, George i Prop LLC S

20 Westott Way Lot 10 Apponaug Propertis ne acchioi, Stephen and Macchion, Lisa 0 0 STIA00 | 33 Contur R Ryan, James Fand Ryan, Judth A Nwocha, Adran and Nkwocha, Lauren 8 §T000

1 Hil arm Camp R Lot 1 Hil Woodland Prop LLC Bamford, Carol A 3 StE000 | 49 Adams t Barton Buel & Estand Rowland, Juiana Fquiy TCo I S

T3 Wright Way Amett C Jalbrt Lt and Jalert, Amete C Lansburg, Thoms R I SIO0000 |55 Do R King Lot Stonebridge Xing D LLC Bety R Kinder Tand Kinder, Betty R 3 g

141 Boston &t Pinto, Nichae! T Baptists, Cavin and Nk, iona I S3ID000 | 5 Symonds A Federii Ruth A and ecimarco, Gaol T Chrge,Robert I and Chist,Bety C 3 S0
T8 Edoehil e Widwood, Sera M an Midwood,Lois Vira, iy A e S

Cranston 90 Bnd 1 Wizt Py and uzzlews,Diame e ek E S

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE | 90 Stonfvidge Ln Lot 0 Stonehridg King Des LLC Treaty, Redmod H and Treacy, Lisa 3 STonon

b Gordon ljeh, Btal lina LLC 38 SIS0 | 103 Shadow Brook r Ramleishna N Nayak Pt and Nayak, Ramalrishna N~ 123 Shadowbraok LLC e S0

1 Pearl Ave Gelic Roman Grp LLC Oqunsanya, Qlasunkanmi and Ngoga, Ruth T I SSS00 12 Lol Dr Hassard, Regina L Hassard, Regina L and Bender,Daniele S0

31 Southem Gl Rland L and Gule, Janice A Lepore Jr Gerald I S000 | 13 Canonhet A Adehid & Anderson T and Anderon, David G Y, Wil A ]

33 Neadow View Dr Brown Wil M £t and Brown, Lindsey § Catll §r Robert B 0 SB000 | 1% Philns e RiHong & Mg Fin Cop Rici,Benjamin S0

01 Vervena Keyper L0 Rampio, Tora P 32 058000 | 169 Oaklad Beach e Vieindel, Shannon Oiincenzo, Francesco e $mm

63 Frendly Rd Balog, Robert B and Catano, Linda J Castl, Johanny and Khokflan, Semue I SUIA000 | 76 Hamony C Finia, Stephanie Rizn, Lis and Spring, Davd 7]

100 Bemont R Toveras, Pedro R and Detaveras, Claiza P Grands, Govann and Grande, Carlyn T SAB5000 | 190 Lokesice A Staln, Frank and Sz, Wendy Chrstensen,Drew A S0

119 Eldridge Weding, Merie F Amont, Marcos A and Henriguez, Ana 31 S308000 | 209 Long View Dr Duchesneau, Christne Flther,Ryan A 0§00

141 Fox Ridge Or Rhode sand Custom Blds Hlrio-Grfin, Michala IO $1ABBO00 | 229 Reynolds A Getie, Aberico and Gentle, Kimbery Bateman-Drew, Robert M and Beman-Dew, tepanie E 3118 $535,000

143 Blackamre Ave Hiiano, Maria § Sherman, Crystal A 30 $S0000 | 250 Bouder View Dr Treay, Raymond Stocker, Drew T S

11 Norwood Ave Wheler, Victoria  and Shein, David M Residentiel Oass LLC I U500 | 230 Dougls R Mark F Zappe rt and Doyl,Mathew J (rteg, Tony and rtege, Gibero S50

103 Sing t Nkvwioche Lauren Haggis,Michael B 3 S3HR000 | AT SouentimDr Kolln, Rchael D Gannon i, Rchard P and Sta, Nancy K RISl

139 Smith St RiHeng & Mty Fin Com Pacheco, Giert 3 §1 | 106 Pequt e Tratema, Casey Borden, Andrea W 0

308 Smith t Pacheco, Xer I usin Cuartas, Jacaia J and Cuaras, Diego A 3 00

190 Nragaset B oo, Adam and Moo e Hiddlg, Jomfr C m ww | West Greenwich

) ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE  PRICE

East Greenwich 1 Whigporvl Wy Warcessault Bary D ad Marcheseal Mitele ~~ Wechesseut ary m S0

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE

eyl o g o m s | West Warwick

16 Brooksie Dr yleswort, Brandon and Onorato, Lindsey Kachorowsky,Larysa I S600000 | ADDRESS SELLERS BUVERS DATE  PRICE

20 Westott Way Lot 10 Apponaug Pro g Hacchioi, Stephen and Macchion, Lisa 0 0SSO0 | 38 ough e Wagiers, Josegh P and Magir, elssa Howard, Calia £ S0

1 Midde Rd Warus, Louse Wercado, Neril 3 SHE0000 | 56 et Reisert Reaty Cop Laroche, Thoms S0

2149 Diison R Frenire Reltan Frire, Afrd J Remnovazen LLC I SIAO000 | 4 ConesetAve Lot 23 Lugo, Jeamn Pint, Michae 3 §ma
450 Providence St Lot 3 Oclmn, Brian  and Delman, Temy | Thang, Yulum and Liang, Tngia i S

Exeter

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE  PRICE

1532 10 Rod e Bradly, Catherne £ Trask &, Paul K and Task, Amelia £ 6 0000

Johnston

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE  PRICE

T nthony Joseph Ecward M Estand Joseph, Amanda Joseph Mry £ 30 000

19 Freedom Ct Aames Mg v T 20084 and Deutche Bk Natl TCoTr - Novatl LLC 6 Sy

U Liwood Or R F Corvese Dclration 0 and Do, Lamn Dambek, James and Hie, Jssica 5§

51 Bumett Morales,Fredy Singh, Amriit 3 S0

90 Woonasguacket ve Lot 209 Cusano, Bejamin A Lyons, Nicheel L e S0

Not every community is reported each week. To report a data eror, call 617-896-5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE

For more information about this opportunity, call

732-3100,821-2216
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Being an adult parent
is not how I imagined

eing a parent is tough! When

my kiddos were young,

they needed simple things;

diaper changes, bottle feed-
ings, songs, developmental activi-
ties, a home daycare where they
could get loving from a grandmo-
therly type caregiver, and lots of
hugs and kisses. Babies are so
much fun!

As they aged, they needed help
with their homework, transporta-
tion to extra curricular activities like
soccer and dance, nutritious food,
and lots of hugs and kisses. We did
many family activities, such as go-
ing to the tiny house in NH, on
cruises, to Disney World and Rocky
Point. Holidays such as Easter and
Christmas were great fun, albeit not
too extravagant. Involvement in
our church was important, as was
volunteering where the children
learned to do things for the less for-
tunate. Having children was so
much fun!

Teenagerhood was a little more
difficult, and I suspect it would
have been worse had I known what
was REALLY going on! (Years later,
I noticed that the bushes outside my
daughter’s  bedroom  were
smooshed, ostensibly from her

Life Matters

with
LINDA PETERSEN

sneaking out of her bedroom at
night.) They all happily graduated
from high school, some of them
happier than others, of course. A
few of them went to college, with
the expenses necessitating a second
mortgage on our house, which we
are still paying off.

As adults, I pictured their happy
families inviting us for holidays and
celebrating birthdays together, with
lots of hugs and smiles. I would
celebrate special occasions with
them, such as the birth of a child or
a dance recital. They would come to
me for my wise advice, and my
grandchildren would flock to me as
my grandchildren were drawn to
MY mother. My dreams have been

dashed. I am a failure as the parent
of adult children.

Half of my six grandchildren love
me, but I am unfortunately inconse-
quential to the other three. Technol-
ogy is their main love, and Face-
booking friends or playing games
on their phones supersedes any
type of socialization. Not one to
play favorites, all six get equally
priced gifts for birthdays, Christ-
mas, Valentines Day and Easter. I
pick out thoughtful, individual
items for each child, hoping to get a
“thank you” in return, something
not always forthcoming. It might be
best to just give the gifts to those
who appreciate them, but I am eter-
nally hopeful and not ready to draw
that line yet.

Most disappointing is that I do
not have the skills to have a better
relationship with a few of my adult
children who choose to live their
lives sans parents, preferring their
independence over inclusion in an
extended family. They have every
right, of course, to live their lives
how they wish, but in my dreams
we were one big, happy family. It
hurts my heart that we are not as
close as I had hoped. Being the par-
ent of adult children is no fun at all!

See it at the

WARWICK SHOWCASE

MONKEY MAN

* *x %

(Violent, Political, Revenge Movie)

Dev Patel directs and stars in the
title role of this R-rated, extremely
violent movie about an under-
ground Indian fighter who gets the
pulp beaten out of him in fixed
fights for little money.

Referred to as Kid, he also works
as a dishwasher and waiter in a
posh restaurant/brothel, where he
sneers at the haves, while living his
miserable life among the have-nots.
Kid’s mother has been murdered in
front of him when he was young,
and he lives to revenge the police
chief who murdered her.

Kid loses it one day as he has had
enough of his mistreatment and
that of an abused female “employ-
ee.” He attacks the police chief, his
bodyguards, and anyone who gets
in his way in one of the bloodiest

scenes I've watched at the movies.

He is chased through the streets
in quick-cut scenes and injured
nearly to his death. Saved by a cult,
he gains back his strength.

Kid takes on the bad guys, seek-
ing his revenge on the police chief
in an even bloodier battle, with a
shocking outcome.

The R-rated violence may be a bit
too much for some, but the political
messages about the injustices to the
downtrodden in India come
through loud and clear.

AVON

THE ZONE OF INTEREST

* * %

This slow-moving Oscar-winner
from Poland is filled with irony, as
we watch German commander of
Auschwitz, Rudolf Hoess and his
wife Hedwig raise their five chil-
dren in a large house and pristine
gardens under the shadow of the

MONKEY MAN

concentration camp.

Everything is idyllic as Hedwig
tends the beautiful flowers, the chil-
dren swim in the pool, the servants
prepare their meals, and Rudolf
goes off to work every morning.

The perfect life is disrupted when
Hoess is reassigned, leaving his
family to be promoted to a new as-
signment, only to be brought back
to oversee new responsibilities at
Auschwitz in a stunning, chilling,
subtle conclusion.

The film makes a strong state-
ment about the insecurity and in-
equality of war, doing so in a very
slow and often tedious way.

NETFLIX

RIPLEY

* kK

Netflix has sent (The Amazing
Mr.) Ripley off to Italy to return the
prodigal son of a wealthy man to
America.

The con-artist discovers more
than he bargained for in this black
and white film noire.

VIKINGS

* kK

It’s a bloody battle as the Vikings
head west to discover new lands
and new people to rid of their trea-
sures.

The haves and have-nots clash,
lessons are learned about how to
treat those who are different than
you, and who to trust.

LONGMIRE

* kK

Our daughter turned us on to this
series about a middle-aged Wyo-
ming sheriff who tackles a murder
an episode. Quirky characters, orig-
inal plots, and some surprise end-
ings make this a fun hour to watch.

A A

Photo credit: Ron Schmidt Photo

Cici is a beauty queen, all dressed in her pearls and ready to be part
of your family! She was rescued with her eight puppies that were
born under a porch. Luckily for Cici someone stepped up to help her
and now she is here in Rl hoping to start a new life. The great news
is all of her puppies have found loving homes and now it's her turn.
She is a two year old golden color Lab/Hound mix with a sweet, shy
loving temperament. Cici is available at Go Fetch Rescue, contact
them via their website www.gofetchrescue.org Cici hopes her forever

family comes along soon! . .
or know of an animal in need,

please contact Karen directly at ‘

animaltalk1920 @gmail.com

If you are thinking of adopting

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Are you ready to get outside and enjoy exploring with a new puppy?
Then meet Griffin, he can’t wait to join your family! He is an adorable
seven-month-old mixed breed puppy with a fun loving temperament.
He’s smart, adorable and hoping that you will fall in love with his
photo and go to meet him at EGAPL Heart of Rl at 44 Worthington
Road Cranston, RI. They are open for visiting hours on Wednesday
3:00-7:00, Thursday and Friday 12:00-2:00 and Saturday 10:00-2:00.
Feel free to call for more information at 401-467-3670. Griffin also
has a brother and a sister who are also looking for a home!
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m Stanton
(Continued from page 13)

GWM: Now, a bit of throw-
back. Years ago, we worked
together at The Providence
Journal — many fine memories!
— where your specialty was
investigative journalism. What
was the appeal - and
importance - of that?

MS: Rhode Island was a
theme park for journalists — you
had larger-than-life figures like
Raymond Patriarca and Buddy
Cianci and an assortment of
characters and scoundrels. Prov-
idence was a target-rich environ-
ment. I can’t think of a better
place to learn the craft than at
The Providence Journal in its
heyday. At the ProJo, we had a
proud tradition of not only in-
vestigative reporting but also
storytelling and longform narra-
tive journalism. We had a story-
of-the month contest in the
newsroom that promoted the
craft of writing, and later some
of those stories — and the accom-
panying How I Wrote the Story
— were published in book form.

I loved holding public offi-
cials accountable and the im-
pact that our stories had. I
worked with friends and col-
leagues like Tracy Breton and
the late Bill Malinowski and
who showed me the importance
of shoe-leather journalism -
knocking on doors and devel-
oping sources. We had editors
like Joel Rawson and Tom Hes-
lin who encouraged us to think
big and take risks. When a state-
wide banking crisis hit in early
1991, they took me out of the
Sports department for what
was supposed to be a tempo-
rary assignment to help cover it,
and I never looked back.

GWM: And investigative
journalism continues to play a
vital role in a democracy, cor-
rect?

MS: Absolutely. Studies have
found that communities that are
news deserts — with no report-
ers keeping track of what’s hap-
pening in town hall or at the
State House — have higher rates
of corruption and lower levels
of voter participation.

GWM: You were on the team
that won the 1994 Pulitzer
Prize for investigative report-
ing. For those who may not
know, tells us about what you
investigated and the findings.

MS: When I was covering the
banking crisis, I developed a
State House source who had
inside information about a pa-
tronage empire that former
House Speaker Matthew Smith
had built at the state courts,
where he had landed a cushy
job as state court administrator.
Later, other ProJo reporters got
wind of the fact that Smith had
hired the n-er-do-well son of a
political figure, who then stole
money from a court fund. When
Smith found out, he and his
confederates covered it up. We
wrote stories about that, then
moved on to report on the pa-
tronage empire of Smith and
Rhode Island Supreme Court
Chief Justice Thomas Fay, who
had been Smith’s State House
ally before his appointment to
the bench. That led to criminal
investigations and their resig-
nations.

GWM: You are also an au-
thor. You first book was the
best-selling “The Prince of
Providence.” For those who
may not have read it, give us
an overview.

MS: After we won the Pulit-
zer, several reporters on the in-
vestigative team moved on to
bigger jobs — Dan Barry and
John Sullivan to The New York
Times, Ira Chinoy to The Wash-

ington Post, Dean Starkman to
The Wall Street Journal. I got a
l-year Knight Fellowship at
Stanford, returned to take over
the ProJo’s I-team, but was later
offered a job at The Wall Street
Journal. I accepted the job on a
Friday, didn’t feel good about it
over the weekend, then turned
it down on Monday. One reason
I changed my mind: there were
rumblings of a federal corrup-
tion probe of Providence City
Hall, and I had this idea about
writing a book about the case
and Buddy Cianci. I knew if I
left that I would never write
that book.

Buddy was a colorful charac-
ter who had gained a nation-
wide following and who em-
bodied the best and worst of
American politics — All The
King’s Men meets Goodfellas. I
called Jon Karp, a rising star at
Random House who had gone
to Brown and then worked
briefly as a reporter at the Pro-
Jo. His immediate reaction:
“I've been WAITING for
someone to write a book about
Buddy.” He connected me to his
former Brown classmate,
Andrew Blauner, who became
my literary agent. I wrote a
book proposal and sold it to
Random House in the months
after the FBI raided City Hall
and Operation Plunder Dome
became public. (Another pub-
lisher who bid on the book had
published a landmark biogra-
phy of Huey Long, which I
thought put Buddy in good
company! He wanted me to call
my book Rogue, but I liked the
alliterative Prince of Provi-
dence, with its bow to Machia-
velli.)

Iinitially intended The Prince
of Providence to chronicle the
case — with the question of
whether Buddy would survive
serving as the narrative thread.
But as I dug into the rich histo-
ry, Plunder Dome became just
the second half of the book. The
first half deals with Buddy’s
rise and his first downfall — his
early career as a Mafia prosecu-
tor, his upset election in 1974 as
Providence’s first Italian Ameri-
can mayor (and the anti-corrup-
tion candidate!), his first reign
as major and downfall amidst
corruption and the assault of
his estranged wife’s suspected
boyfriend with a fireplace log
and lit cigarette. Remarkably, of
course, Buddy made a trium-
phant comeback six years later
to preside over the Providence
Renaissance (the moving of the
rivers, Waterfire, etc.) until he
was finally brought down by
Operation Plunder Dome. The
City of Providence and its rich
history — Roger Williams, the
Industrial Revolution, immigra-
tion, the Mafia, machine politics
— is also a major character. The
book became a surprise New
York Times bestseller and en-
dures to this day as a classic on
American and urban politics.
People give it to people who
move to Providence as a way of
learning about their new home.
The Prince of Providence was
adapted into a hugely success-
fully play at Trinity Rep in 2019
(the theater’s biggest hit ever
outside its annual Christmas
Carol). It still awaits a movie
adaption that has stalled several
times, despite interest from ac-
tors ranging from Russell
Crowe to Oliver Platt.

GWM: And tell us about
your 2019 title, “Unbeaten:
Rocky Marciano’s Fight for
Perfection in a Crooked
World.”

MS: Rocky Marciano, from
Brockton, Mass., is history’s
only unbeaten heavyweight
boxing champion. I knew about
him, but in researching The

Prince of Providence, I learned
that Buddy Cianci as a boy
would go to the old Rhode Is-
land Auditorium to watch
Rocky fight in the late 1940s.
Turns out Rocky fought 29
times in Providence enroute to
the title. Then, after my father
died, I was going through his
papers and found an auto-
graphed Rocky poster — Dad
had gone to Bryant in the early
1950s, when the campus was in
Providence, and met Rocky. I
was fascinated to re-create this
Runyonesque, Guys & Dolls
world of mid-20" Century
America, when boxing was as
popular as the NFL is today,
with celebrity studded, sold-out
fights in Madison Square
Garden and Yankee Stadium.
Boxing also embodied the
immigrant struggle. And the
sport was controlled by the
Mafia, which was notorious for
fixing fights and in fact tried to,
and may have, fixed a few of
Rocky’s fights. I was fascinated
at how Rocky navigated the
corrupt and brutal world of
boxing to achieve perfection,
then walked away in his prime
— which few athletes do — with
that 49-0 record. Later in life, in
retirement, he bonded with his
seemingly polar opposite,
Muhammad Ali. I interviewed
Ali’s wife at the time, who told
me how Ali and Marciano
discussed going to American’s
inner cities together to preach
racial harmony. This was amidst
the riots of the late 1960s — and
weeks before Marciano’s death
in a plane crash, so it never
happened. I wrote Unbeaten as
a social history that appeals to
people who aren’t hard-core
boxing fans, and it won praise
as a best book of the year from
The Boston Globe, Wall Street
Journal and Times of London.
It’s the only definitive biography
of Rocky, and I uncovered some
previously unknown stuff - like
his Army court-martial in
England during World War II. 1
remember going to the National
Archives and that aha moment
when I discovered a complete
transcript of the court martial,
old medical records and even
Rocky’s  mugshot, which
appears in the book.

GWM: In addition to every-
thing else, you were a Boston
Globe Spotlight fellow. What
did that entail?

MS: That was a cool experi-
ence. The Hollywood filmmak-
ers of the Academy Award-win-
ning film Spotlight funded a
fellowship at the Globe for in-
vestigative reporting. The
Globe’s Spotlight Team is the
gold standard, especially for a
kid who grew up in New Eng-
land. Years ago, I'd been a final-
ist for a job at Spotlight but
didn’t get hired. I applied for
the fellowship with a proposal
to write about the natural gas
industry in New England. I fo-
cused on the controversial con-
struction of a natural-gas com-
pressor on the waterfront south
of Boston, in Weymouth. It was
the lynchpin in a major gas line
from Pennsylvania that feeds
New England. I used that sto-
ry to show how state and federal
agencies that approve big
energy projects are often
captured by industry, with local
residents who fight the projects
for health, safety and climate-
change reasons standing little
chance against these Goliaths.

GWM: The decline of legacy
newspapers has left many
parts of the country news des-
erts — and gutted many once-
leading publications. What
threat does that pose to com-
munities and democracy in
general?

MS: It creates a vacuum that

THE RISE AND FALL OF BUDDY_‘ CIANCI,
AMERICA’S MOST NOTORIOUS MAYOR

MIKE STANTON

Pulitzer Prize—winning journalist

“Impressive...a criminal en ol 5
: d threats worthy of The Sopranos.

shakedowns, an

terprise of kickbacks,

—The New York Times Book Review

“The Prince of Providence” was originally published in
2003 and the paperback version become available in 2004.

is filled by disinformation and
puts people in silos, leaving
them disconnected and unable
to agree on basic facts. Look at
the recent Baltimore bridge di-
saster. Instead of focusing on
what happened, you have some
people claiming on social media
that the accident was caused by
diversity and equity initiatives.

We talk about this a lot in my
classes at UConn. As I men-
tioned earlier, studies show that
in the absence of local news
coverage, voter participation
declines and corruption rises.
This is not a partisan thing -
this is about simply telling peo-
ple what’s happening on their
town council, with their city
budget, at their police depart-
ment, in their schools. I had a
student at UConn from Long
Island - the district where
George Santos was elected to
Congress— and she spoke in
class about how, during his
campaign, few reporters paid
attention to the gaping holes in
Santos’s resume. There was one
small local paper that wrote
some things, she said, but few
people paid attention. If report-
ers had been watching, Santos
probably wouldn’t have been
elected.

GWM: Talk about role being
played by the many non-profit
online news outlets that have
emerged in recent years. You
are vice chair of the board
of ecoRI News, a publication
partner of Ocean State Stories,
which is also a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit.

MS: This is an exciting devel-
opment in journalism — the ef-
forts of various non-profits to
fill the vacuum left by the de-
cline of legacy media. We're in
the midst of an exciting expan-
sion at ecoRI News. We have a
Report for America reporter,
Colleen Cronin. We have a new
editor, Bonnie Phillips —a Rhode
Island native who spent years
as a top editor at the Hartford
Courant, which won the
Pulitzer for breaking news in
1999 for the Connecticut Lottery
shootings and which was a
finalist in 2013 for the Sandy
Hook shootings. Frank Carini,
our co-founder and one of our
writers/columnists, was recent-
ly recognized for his environ-
mental writing by being Sen.
Sheldon Whitehouse’s guest at
the State of the Union address.
Other newsrooms, like Rhode

Island Current and Ocean State
Stories, are providing new fo-
rums. Rhode Island’s public ra-
dio and television stations are
merging. I did really some fun
stories about Narragansett
Bay and seafood last year for
ecoRI News as part of a new
partnership with Rhode Island
Public Television that also aired
as a story on RI PBS Weekly. It
was great working with them -
they taught this old dog some
new tricks! The Rhode Island
Foundation is looking at ways
to support local news as part of
a new national initiative called
Press Forward, which has the
backing of such groups as the
MacArthur Foundation and the
Knight Foundation. I'm excited
to see where that goes.

GWM: What'’s next for Mike
Stanton?

MS: In the short term, I'm
looking forward to hosting au-
thor talks later this month with
two writers with Rhode Island
ties whom I admire.

On April 20, at Barrington
Books, I'll be talking with best-
selling author Don Winslow
about the final book in his
Rhode Island/Danny Ryan tril-
ogy, City in Ruins, about a Prov-
idence mob war based on the
Iliad.

And on April 25, at Books on
the Square, I'll be talking to for-
mer Providence Phoenix editor
and local freelance author Phil
Eil about his new book, Pre-
scription for Pain, which chron-
icles a remarkable true-crime
case of a major pill-mill doctor
in the opioid epidemic.

As for my own writing, it’s
funny how one book leads to
another. Writing about Buddy
Cianci and Rocky Marciano,
one name that kept popping up
was Raymond Patriarca, the
longtime former New England
Mafia boss. I'm working on a
biography of him. There’s no
timeline yet. I'm going through
the voluminous files I've gath-
ered over the years, including
his 7,000-page FBI file, to orga-
nize the story and develop a
book proposal. There’s some
wild and crazy stuff there! I'm
excited to tell the story of a man
whose life encompasses the rise
and fall of the American Mafia,
from the bootlegging days of
Prohibition to the rise of the Las
Vegas casinos.

I call it my Rhode Island
Trilogy!
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By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, Rl

If you are a frequent reader of my articles, then you
have heard me mention the name “Andy Yanchus” a time
or two. Andy was a lifelong collector, a true archivist of
everything and anything Pop Culture. One of the lucky
few whose passion turned into a career, leading him to
be a project manager for Aurora Plastics and then a staff
colorist for Marvel Comics.

When handling someone’s massive, lifelong collec-
tion like this you do not just learn about the material,
hut you learn ahout the persan, their interests, and what
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drove them to collect and become who they were. | first
consigned and began processing the Andy Yanchus Col-
lection in July 2022, which has become nearly a two year
journey down one of the greatest learning experiences |
could ever ask for. With such a wide range of material the
collection was broken down into five cataloged auctions
in addition to numerous monthly Discoverlt sales. Later
this month on April 27th the final chapter, Part V of the
Andy Yanchus Collection, will cross the block bringing an
end to the most significant collection we have handled as
a company. The best part: it certainly ends with a bang!
Andy’s collection was filled with many surprises and
high value discoveries. However, in the last few boxes |
did not expect to find what many collectors would con-
sider to be the most comprehensive collection of 1950's
through 1970’s non-sport trading cards to come to public
auction. In addition to regularly released card sets, Andy’s
collection contains numerous preproduction, unre-
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1969 Topps Planet of the Apes
#44 Lights! Camera! Action!
Test Print

NEAR MINT
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leased, and promotional Topps items, some of which have
never heen offered on the market before. The collection
was so extensive we were able to establish a pedigree
with CGC!

What is a pedigree and why is it important? Per CGC:
“Countless collections have surfaced over the years...
but every now and then a collection is found that is so
exceptional that it becomes a recognized pedigree.” This
means that every one of the 1,100+ cards we submitted

to CGC for grading will be identified with a custom label
indicating the card is from the “Andy Yanchus Collection.’
There is so much to mention it would be impossible to
list it all, but if it was a non-sport trading card produced
or even a test set that never made it to market, Andy had
it. 1969 Planet of the Apes black border cards and 1968
Julia unreleased cards are just a few of the rare and
stellar highlights found in Andy’s collection. | can truly
say, it's a once in a lifetime find. If you are a trading card
fanatic or someone eager to learn, this is the collection to
study. Plus, the best part for collectors, is it is all being
sold with no reserve to the highest bidder on April 27th!
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YOUR BUSINESS
ON THIS PA

3.42" x 3" ad
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8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon,
Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise
and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price!
CALL FOR MORE INFO

132-3100 / 821-2216
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Discover a Hidden Treasure...
...Right Here in Cranston

e

(Sat) 5 PM — (Sun) 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM
RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE
(401) 944-0001

Where your Treasure is...
...there your heart will also be

Catholic Church

Saint Patrick

2068 Cranston Street
Cranston, RT 02920

- All Are Welcome -
MASSES

Saintpatrickcatholicchurch.org

per
week

WANTED

% GUN COLLECTIONS & GUN RELATED ITEMS *

Silver Coins | Coin Collections
eeoo WE PAY 97% OF MELT e e o

HERITAGE
GUN & GOIN

401-826-0000

250 Cowesett Avenue, Unit 4, West Warwick
Hours: Monday-Friday 11AM-4PM, Saturday 10AM-4PM
heritagegunandcoin.com
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ol INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

SHOPPE,

hop Tecally!

IPR@WE FILLING STATION
= 621-8123 cal ohi IGRA?IAM R CLEANlNG

PROPANE | * Open 7 days a week
Licensed & Insured

Vincent S. Podmaska

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919

TANKS |,
FILLED Open all year

\- HERE ) * English & Spanish

R B X
204 Manton Ave. phj Jntong2@galcom

(INFRONT OF STOP & SHOP) www.jfcpropane.com

www.PowerWashJM.com =~

Tel: 401-273-8700
GOULIN STORAGE
Riocsatss m £ Simnd STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

S e Stationary at our Johnston location Call for our

or mobile at your location jcing & incenti
F E N CEWORKS RI L LC for a monthly rental fee. p“m:!rlogrl::ni e
S — 401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737 ' forleng e use.
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

YARD DEBRIS,

Glass & Screen
Repair & Replacement

Residential Services:
e Sliding Screen Doors
¢ Insulated Glass

_f; e Acrylic Sheet Available I I ‘

- Sl oo For all your fencing needs

) "
¥ Call Denny 401-390-8795 {0“1?% &!‘EIEM%&%&I& I%:‘E?al%ﬂﬂﬁtiﬁﬁ
(40 1 ) 641-1010 , Call for pricing and availability.
Johnston Area — Free Estimates — Will Pick up & Deliver Fenceworksri.net 401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

(401) 461-5600  www.budgetrooterservice.com i
enise’s

BUDGET e Pr"tﬂimsi“c"aﬁi"?'ﬁ%"i Place YOIII' Ad TOday Cleaning Service

m—L@ﬂTEH 40+ vears of Experience RESIDENTIAL fﬁcﬁﬁmcm CLEANING

— Providing a Professional & Personalized
SERVICE Family Owned .’. £

“Why Pay More?” [=: And Operated fan ' R e a c h WEEKLY f:rwg:;:;C:ﬂONTH LY _ _. =

.Servicing b.oth Cor.nmercial and Residential Clients:. «\ LO CA L jwe/ ﬁuﬂf@ [ 1 AW .
Main Sewer Lines ¢ Sinks * Tubs * Showers ¢ Floor Drains 401.42808164 ‘Nz .

1650 COMMUNICATIONS - newspapen crove

ONLY PER WEEK | 5~ MELISSA MILLER

i

Video Camera Pipe Inspection ms ] ===

Nardone Painting Co.

: INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofing, Siding and Windows

NOW OFFERING: Carpentry, \
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors \

¢ THE REMINDER

Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work % - _
LICENSED & INSURED “\ e (10-week commitment) - /P ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
401-945-1675 S o s il . melissam@rhodybeat.com
27 Tweed Street, Cranston R = 3.42'x2" ad e ———— p 401-732-3100

I Luciano Nardone
Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE
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